The essays in this VISIONS series, The Kwame NKrumah Legacy Project, are the work of individuals
who believe that the Unitary Vision espoused and promoted by Ghana's first President, Dr. Kwame
Nkrumah, are the essence of Ghana as Nation, and what Ghana (and Africa) can be. These individuals
recognize that the international stature and significance of Dr. Nkrumah are completely secure, a point
found in many of the essays. However, within Ghana itself, some people do not have reliable
information about the Founder of Ghana, Dr. Nkrumah, due to the wanton destruction of heritage
records of all sorts and massive misinformation after the CIA-sponsored coup d'état that toppled
Nkrumah's CPP at the hands of the Dr. Kofi Busia directed NLM and NLC military regime, in 1966.
These essays are an attempt to provide more objective Ghana-centered information about all those
records.
Some of the essays may have been previously published on other platforms/media. Further, these
essays are not the work of reporters and so, readers may find some errors in grammar, diction,
spelling. For a Ghana-centered publication where English is not native, we do not fret those
imperfections. We believe more in substance, in context, and in the development of the masses and
their resources for their own benefit right here on the land, on earth, as Dr. Nkrumah envisioned
through his many publications, speeches, and the numerous institutions and physical infrastructure he
bequeathed Ghana.
Thanks for your interest in VISIONS/The Kwame Nkrumah Legacy Project.
Long Live Kwame Nkrumah's Ghana!
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Feature Article of Saturday, 28 March 2015

Columnist: Kwarteng, Francis

Dr. Kofi Dompere On Nkrumah’s Scientific
Thinking 13
KWAME NKRUMAH: “If you cannot remain where you are, you cannot fall back. You must advance!”
Continuing from the rhetorical question we posed in Part 12 of the series, could we again ask, perchance,
that Nkrumah took after Thomas Jefferson and Bill Clinton than after Danquah and Busia? The long and
short of it is, it takes a great human being like Nkrumah with deep scientific, philosophic, cultural, and
intellectual convictions to see and appreciate the physicalness of human differentiation as a natural
process of biologic causation, rather than of the doing of mortal intervention and calculation. The fact is
that the deeper wells of Nkrumah’s scientific thinking fed his cosmopolitan view of human genetic
biologic commonality and man’s common destiny in the arms of intercultural socialization, of economic
relations.
But the masses, even including highly educated ones like Busia and Danquah, fell way behind
Nkrumah’s advanced thinking, intellectual and political originality. Unfortunately, blind imitation of
negative foreign ideas, inclusive of the people’s continued internalization of negative memes from within
and without, assumed ideological prominence in Nkrumah’s successors’ political manifestos. Danquah’s
and Busia’s blind appropriation of the Edmund Burke’s political ideology for their political ends
undermined their credibility before the people and the instruments of the democratic process.
It is therefore our opinion that these negative tendencies have turned into entrenched lapses, to which
proper and sustained application of African originality, Nkrumahism, and practical African solutions,
past and modern, can provide some form of active immunization against the social cancer of ideational
retrogression, partisan political sycophancy, moral atrophy, and ideological ossification. Thus far, we
have demonstrated that Nkrumah possessed a scientific conception of education that is not only profound
but insightful and transformative as well. These ideas, arguably, are as profound as Howard Gardner’s
“multiple intelligences,” Molefi Kete Asante’s “The Asante’s Principles for the Afrocentric Curriculum,”
Paulo Freire’s “critical pedagogy,” and Edward de Bono’s “Lateral thinking.” What is the nature of
Nkrumah’s “scientific” conception of education?
He [Nkrumah] writes: “INDEED, EDUCATION CONSISTS NOT ONLY IN THE SUM OF WHAT A
MAN KNOWS, OR THE SKILL WITH WHICH HE CAN PUT THIS TO HIS OWN ADVANTAGE.
IN MY VIEW, MAN’S EDUCATION MUST ALSO BE MEASURED IN TERMS OF THE
SOUNDNESS OF HIS JUDGMENT OF PEOPLE AND THINGS, AND IN HIS POWER TO
UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE THE NEEDS OF HIS FELLOW MEN, AND TO BE OF
SERVICE TO THEM. THE EDUCATED MAN SHOULD BE SO SENSITIVE TO THE CONDITIONS
AROUND HIM THAT, HE MAKES IT HIS CHIEF ENDEAVOR TO IMPROVE THESE
CONDITIONS FOR THE GOOD OF ALL” (our emphasis).
Gardner may subsume Nkrumah’s “scientific” conception of education under the following rubrics:
LogicalMathematical (critical and analytical thinking); Intrapersonal (understanding one’s own strengths
and weaknesses); Interpersonal (gaining an understanding of other people through psychosocial
interactions and contacts); BodilyKinesthetic (understanding body language); Linguistic (effective
utilization of words to communicate ideas); and VisualSpatial (converting one’s or others’ spatial
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thoughts into concrete actualities). Asante’s rubrics include the following: You and Your Community;
Choice and Consequences; Society and the World; Power and Authority; Tradition and Innovation;
Location in Time and Space; Wellness and Biology; Technology and Science, and so on. Clearly
Nkrumah’s “scientific” conception of education points to critical pedagogy and critical thinking. Here,
the point of comparative critique shows Nkrumah’s ideas enjoying scientific validation from the ideas
and conclusions of other thinkers around the world.
Overtime, Nkrumah expanded upon his “scientific” conception of education as Prime Minister and
President, from the seminal position he took in his 1943 essay “Education and Nationalism in Africa.” In
this essay he writes: “Any educational program which fails to furnish criteria for the judgment of social,
political, economic and technical progress of the people it purports to serve has completely failed in its
purpose and has become an educational fraud.” It is important that Nkrumah made critical, analytic
thinking or scientific thinking, not religion or deities or proselytization, the focal point of his theory and
critique of education. This signals a sharp gradient ascent in his thinking since his student days insofar as
his assessment of the theories and critiques of education are concerned.
But Nkrumah’s reference to “technical” and “social, political, economic” in his critique of education
theory demonstrates a commitment to a humanistic and technocratic education. Technocratic education
has two major components: Science and technology. The meaning of humanistic education is self
evident: The study of the arts, languages, philosophy, history, etc. Nkrumah’s provision of leadership to
the founding of the American and Canadian branches of the African Students Association and of the
African Studies Association in particular, for instance, cements his commitment to bringing men and
women together to advance the study of Africa, among others.
That aside, the basis of industrial economies derives from this simple fact: The creative interactions
among people, society, economic development, social solidarity, and humanisticcumtechnocratic
education! Nkrumah’s speech to the delegates of the 1st International Congress of Africanists in
particular, and his other major speeches such as the “The African Genius,” “Flower of Learning (1) and
“Flower of Learning (2),” “The Role of Our Universities,” “Strength and Power” and the one
inaugurating the Ghana Nuclear Reactor Project (which led to the creation of the Ghana Atomic Energy
Commission and the Atomic Energy Facility) underlined his overriding commitment to the execution of
humanistic education and technocratic education and their [the latter two] farreaching implications for
economic development, building an industrial economy, and improving the quality of life of the people
(see also Samuel Obeng’s fivevolume set “Selected Speeches of Kwame Nkrumah”).
In America Nkrumah provided leadership in establishing the Institute of African Languages and Culture
(University of Pennsylvania). In Ghana he did the same in connection with the Institute of African
Studies and the conceptualization of the Encyclopedia Africana. Regarding science and technology,
Nkrumah’s leadership led to the creation of the University of Science and Technology (KNUST), the
Academy of Sciences, the Ghana Atomic Energy Commission, and a number of research establishments.
He also proposed the “Science City” to house what he called the “Palace of Science.” He intended the
latter to house a “whole range of laboratories and other facilities” and the former “a number of research
institutes and be a center where the Academy would undertake pilot industries based on its discoveries”
(see E.A. Haizel’s ‘Education in Ghana, 19511966).
Nkrumah conceived these grand policy targets in the context of resource mobilization, and had the
following general goals for the Academy (Haizel): 1) To recommend the establishment of full scale
industries, 2) To provide expert advice on the types of industrial plant to build, and 3) To undertake
economic assessments in connection with the first two. In short, Nkrumah planned the “Science City”
and its allied facilities, discoveries and investigations to come up with innovative ideas based on
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scientific consensus and consillence in the particular area of scientific and technological research and
their implications for industrialization. And yet, resource mobilization implies expanding the aggregate
intellectual horizons of the people beyond their mundane experiences, to the extent that the expansion
touches the sun halo of political conscientization. Education is the key. Nkrumah thus made education
free and compulsory. This progressive policy ensured difficult social conditions like poverty did not act
as a barrier to the smooth evolution of a child’s development psychology, where education was the
primary concern or motivation. Nkrumah’s version of the philosophy of education meant that individuals
should be allowed free access to education, where the social statuses of parents do not distinguish
between the intellect of the poor child and that of the rich one.
And not only that, Nkrumah also made sure that society through the agency of his government provided
enabling environments, resources, incentives, encouragement, and equal opportunities to all individuals
in hopes that they find free expressions for their selfactualizing dreams and goals. That is, to realize their
full potential. This is basically what Nkrumah meant by egalitarianism, a core component of
Nkrumahism. The point of egalitarianism made access to education a right, not a privilege. On the
contrary, evidence exists to support the view that Danquah and Busia saw access to education as a
privilege. The policies under Busia’s premiership add to the evidence. This is borne out by their
ideological intoxication on the Edmund Burke’s political philosophy which, among other implications,
makes privilege, unhealthy reliance on meritocracy, classism, and elitism exclusive definitions of social
mobility. However, these definitions entail some elements of political bias and moral hypocrisy. Haizel
writes that the Kwame Nkrumah Ideological Institute became “anathema in 1966,” yet the establishments
of the Center for Civic Education (Busia served as its Chairman), the National Commission for
Democracy, and the Charter Secretariat borrowed from Nkrumah’s Ideological Institute.
Thus, a high statistical certainty existed under Nkrumah’s egalitarian priorities for gifted or talented
students to showcase their intellectual prowess and to contribute to national development goals, a process
that would otherwise have been impossible given the negating tendencies of poverty. It does matter that
poverty has a way of burying talent and creativity. Granted, the educational policy under Nkrumah made
education competitive. The underlying impetus for these revolutionary ideas is the development of an
industrial economy. This defines the standpoint from which Nkrumah’s “scientific” conception of
education must be understood, evaluated, and critiqued. The following words provide another insight into
Nkrumah’s “scientific” conception of education: “In the modern world, it is necessary that every one of
us should understand the basic principles of science and technology. It is not enough to have some people
trained as scientists. Everyone must have a basic understanding of the methods and achievements of
science…The purpose of the development of science and technology, the foundations of which we are
now laying, is therefore, the peace, progress and welfare of our own people and peoples elsewhere in
Africa and in the world” (see his speech “Opening of British Science Exhibition”).
Nkrumah’s novel idea to use a science museum (the National Science Museum) and mass
communication [television, films, the radio, and the press] to promote public interest in science enriched
his profile on the scientific conception of society. That is not to say his speech represented a conceptual
finality to his train of scientific ideas, propositions, and dreams. There is definitely a sharp contrast
between his conceptualization of science as he understood it in connection with the “Science City” and
the “Palace of Science” on the one hand and on the other hand, what we see in the preceding paragraph.
While in the preceding paragraph he conceptualized the utility of science as a model for public
consumption at the level of the most fundamental of practical scientific ideas, in the “Science City” and
the “Palace of Science” case he expanded upon that narrow or atomist view of science and made it
[science] the centerpiece of human existence.
Readers may want to take another close look at Nkrumah’s “Laying the Foundation Stone of Ghana’s
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Atomic Reactor” and his accompanying speech “Socialism Without Science Is Void” to appreciate his
deep understanding of science and its potentiality for solving human problems. He understood the
potential of atomic energy for industrial development; understood how ionizing radiation and
radiochemistry affected the properties of materials; understood the potential of radioisotope techniques to
lead to a better understanding of plant health in the presence of insect pests and antagonistic weeds, plant
fertilizer uptake under local conditions, as well as producing better meat and crop by inducing changes in
their genetic makeup. Nkrumah also tasked Ghanaian scientists and others to work on the Nuclear
Reactor to expand their research activities to cover solar energy. His “Socialism Without Science Is
Void” Speech which he delivered in Kwabenya on November 25, 1964 clearly spelt out these goals. In
this speech Nkrumah said: “Many issues can only be resolved on the basis of scientific and technical
knowledge.” His vision and dream represented the theory part of his scientific thinking. On the practical
side he provided leadership, morale, incentives, facilities, and resources; put together men and women of
science to work on the project; gave scholarships to Ghanaians to study abroad with a view to returning
and continuing from where the expatriate scientists left off; and brought the society behind him on the
legitimacy and relevance of the project to Ghana’s and Africa’s industrial advancement. This is similar to
what President John F. Kennedy did for America’s Space Program. Nkrumah’s peers who laid down the
industrial foundations for the socalled Asian Tigers also pursued similar goals.
The Americanbased Nkrumah scholar Dr. Zizwe Poe puts it better: “He [Nkrumah] saw knowledge as a
conditioner of purposeful practice…Nkrumah advocated education for a knowledge that led to human
service and liberation. He also advocated a cultural grounding for education…Afrocentric education was
to serve the purpose of building an optimal power base for the African Revolution, which was, in turn, to
improve the lives of Africans in particular and humanity in general. By developing the intellectual and
technical awareness of the youth, future generations were guaranteed. By ensuring a healthy presentation
of the people’s deep history, a general sense of awareness was awakened” (see “Osagyefo Kwame
Nkrumah, A Lincoln University Alumnus: His Profound Impact on PanAfrican Agency”). Also, the
Americanbased international think tank Molefi Kete Asante Institute for Afrocentric Studies, the African
Union Kwame Nkrumah Science Awards, and the Biennial Kwame Nkrumah International Conference
generally devote their researches and scientific investigations to Nkrumah’s larger vision for improving
the quality of human life and to his policy ideals on development economics, both components of
Nkrumahism.
We argue that this policy assessment, theory and criticism of education needs appropriating across
Africa, for it remains a standing question policy makers, educational reformers, researchers, and
educational institutions have not sufficiently looked into as a focus of serious policy reform. Nkrumah’s
ideas continue to gain widespread currency in academic research nonetheless. Paulo Freire, the famous
Brazilian philosopher and educator, contributed to the theoretical development of critical pedagogy, and
together with Nkrumah’s consciencism theory, Africancentered methodology, and concepts of African
Personality, nationalism and PanAfricanism, Nkrumahism in short, the old idea of “education” as we
know it now finds a new critical voice in the province of scientific and philosophical speculation. It
cannot be gainsaid that applied knowledge, critical pedagogy, and critical, analytic thinking took on a
universal investiture of educational reform when Nkrumah and the CPP government assumed the reins of
national affairs from the British Colonial Government. Simply put, leaders in the academic field of post
colonial theory have acknowledged both scholars’ [Nkrumah’s and Freire’s] contributions to the field’s
development.
We therefore assert that Nkrumahism, more than the present dispensation of kakistocracy and of political
cluelessness, is the answer to Africa’s continued retrogression and developmental crisis. We make this
statement as a point of comparative departure from the socalled Asian Tigers and the industrialized
West. Moreover, we choose Nkrumahism over all other available choices because it is scientific, logical,
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and mathematical and because its practical worth as a development tool, inquest of selfdetermination,
development economics, interethnic socialization, and race relations has been more than validated in a
number of instances and situations, theoretical and otherwise! To the extent that Ghana exists today and
that colonialism in Africa has become a thing of the past, we cannot but appreciate the transformative
power of Nkrumahism and Nkrumah’s scientific thinking.
It is also quite true that much remains to be done in order to bring Africa to the level Nkrumah planned it,
hence the timely scientific intervention of Prof. Dompere’s work. Nkrumahism was developed, in part, to
conscientize Africans or to open their eyes to the wide possibilities of creative productions, to the
actualities of selfdetermination, to the practice of collective selfactualization, to Africa’s positive
engagement with the world, and to the scientific and technological advancement of the African continent.
Against this background, Nkrumah chose to execute his “scientific” decolonization of the continent via
quality mass education; but his reading of Sir Valentine Chirol’s influential book “Indian Unrest”
reinforced his suspicions about Britain’s true commitment to higher education in their African colonies.
This was at a time when he had not developed the scientific and philosophic potentialities of
Nkrumahism as a guiding principle for Africa’s decolonization. It would come much later as the compass
of his scientific understanding of the world expanded in leaps and bounds.
On the preceding policy matter on British colonial educational politics, Nkrumah writes: “Sir Valentine
Chirol in his book ‘India Unrest’ has endeavored to show that this policy of educational adaptation is
inevitably and eventually going to produce discontent and sedition?desire for selfdetermination and
independence. HE [Chirol] WARNED THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT THAT THE INTRODUCTION
OF A SIMILAR SYSTEM OF EDUCATION INTO AFRICA WOULD LEAD TO SIMILAR
RESULTS. IN OTHER WORDS, HIGHER EDUCATION IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH COLONIAL
STATUS” (our emphasis; see “Education and Nationalism in Africa”). In this thoughtful article written
as far back as 1943, Nkrumah seemed to indicate his preference for universal quality education and Adult
Education (andragogy) for Ghanaians (and Africans).
He [Nkrumah] also appeared to hint at free education. These conclusions came against the backdrop of
Nkrumah’s study and assessment of educational systems around the world as a graduate student at the
University of Pennsylvania. His aim was to bring the amalgam of the best in the educational systems of
Asia and the West (Western Europe, America) and the best in African traditions and ideas, a throwback
to his “philosophical conversion.” Similarly, Ngugi wa Thiong’o in his work “Something Torn and New:
An African Renaissance” shows a British plan, a pilot project if you will, to use missionaries to execute
the colonization of Ireland and lord over it [Ireland]. Once the colonization strategy became successful
the British then deployed it across Africa. In other words, Thiong’o is saying the West used missionaries
(and Chrsitianity) to break the resolve of Africans against hegemony and to make the African mind
malleable to physical colonization.
Africa has not fully recovered from this missionary enterprise, and therefore African psychology
continues to remain a subject of and prisoner to this seeming immortal legacy. Not even her educated
sons and daughters have managed to completely shake off the yoke of psychological and cultural
dislocation. Some like Nkrumah walked through the conflagration of this seeming immortal colonial
legacy unscathed. The likes of Danquah, Busia, and ObetsebiLamptey were not that fortunate; they
largely became prisoners to the scourge of colonial education and to any bad thing associated with
colonialism! This became evident in their terrorist and violent approach to seeking redress for their
grievances already rejected by the masses, without their having recourse to alternative paradigms of
compromise, consensus, and tradeoffs. Their intellectual addiction to the Edmund Burke’s political
ideology simply forbade engagement with public consciousness and popular sovereignty. Thus, the
Edmund Burke’s political ideology became the source of subvention, terrorism and violence, bitterness,
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and political destabilization of Ghana. This same political ideology undermined the dominant features of
African cultural ethos on the principle of collective bargaining in society’s interest, internal peace, and
brotherhood. Nkrumah’s scientific thinking as projected through categorical conversion, consciencism,
and philosophical consciencism clashed with the creeping dictatorship of Edmund Burke’s political
ideology.
It is, however, important to emphasize that though Nkrumah was a royal too he did not allow it [royalty]
to go to his head in the way that Busia and Danquah did with the Edmund Burke’s political ideology. It
all boiled down to Nkrumah’s scientific conception of society and of education, and his Africancentered
way of looking at human relations, group dynamics, statecraft, and power relations. He was a free man in
body, soul, spirit and mind, unlike the radical ideologues of Edmund Burke. Busia explained his
dilemmatic entrapment in the dragnet of colonial education as follows: “At the end of my first year at
secondary school [Mfantsipim, Cape Coast], I went home to Wenchi for the Christmas vacation. I had
not been home for four years, and on that visit, I became painfully aware of my isolation. I understood
our community far less than the boys of my own age who had never been to school. Over the years, as I
went through college and university, I FELT INCREASINGLY THAT THE EDUCATION I
RECEIVED TAUGHT ME MORE AND MORE ABOUT EUROPE AND LESS THAN MY OWN
SOCIETY” (our emphasis; see Walter Rodney). On the other hand we may forgive Busia for
acknowledging the anomaly of colonial education in his personality development as a youth. But Busia
also told AfricanAmerica writer in an interview that “I AM A WESTERNER…I WAS EDUCATED IN
THE WEST.” Also, according to Oppeinheimer and Fitch, Busia revealed to the London Times that
“OXFORD HAD MADE ME WHAT I AM TODAY. I HAVE HAD ELEVEN YEARS OF CONTACT
WITH IT AND NOW CONSIDER MY SECOND HOME” (our emphasis; see “Ghana: End of an
Illusion”).
Busia may be a victim of paedomorphosis; he carried his boyhood cultural and psychological dislocation
into adulthood as Ghana’s Prime Minister and as a collaborator with and an advisor to the National
Liberation Council! Yet our critique of Busia is not an isolated example in contemporary times or a thing
of the past as the following assessment makes clear: “Basically, the metropolitan countries block African
development by coopting African leaders into an international social structure that serves the world
capitalist economy. By training and conditioning the upper layer of African society into Western habits
of consumption, reading, vacation, style, and other European values, the dominant politicoeconomic
system removes the need for direct intervention and indirect colonial rule. The more the new elites
‘develop,’ the more their expectations rise, the more they become programmed to look North, to think
Western, and to alienate themselves from their national society, which is locked into its
underdevelopment. Since mass development is such a monumental task in the best of conditions, and
since it is even more difficult against the wishes and interests of the dominant capitalists, these alienated,
Westernized elites are motivated to repress the spread of development in their society and thus to
maintain themselves in power as a political class. The end result is that national development is
impossible: European predominance is maintained by the coopted elites, a neocolonial pact as firm as its
colonial predecessor was in its time” (see William Zartman’s “Europe and Africa: Decolonization or
Dependency,” Foreign Policy, January 1976).
The problems Zartman identifies are similar to some of the research activities being carried out by the
PanAsian think tank, the Global Institute for Tomorrow (GIFT). Chandran Nair, GIFT’s founder, has
examined aspects of these questions from the perspective of Asia in his work “Consumptionomics:
Asia’s Role in Reshaping Capitalism and Saving the Planet.” Certainly there are important overlaps with
Nkrumah’s scientific conception of society and of education. Thus, Nkrumah wanted to give Ghana and
Africa a “scientific” and practical conception of education devoid of the kind of colonial education
designed for the purpose of sustaining the colonial enterprise, psychologically driving learners away
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from their socialcultural environments, keeping the colonial subject in his place, and making Africans
mere blind copyists and lazy amanuenses for transcribing negative external acculturation models. To that
extent his [Nkrumah’s] remark “If education is life, then the weakness of the school system in Africa is
evident…Any system of education worth its salt should be made consistent with the changing needs of
the community in which the individual personality finds expression” is apt! This assessment clearly
speaks to the dilemma and challenges Africa faces today. And it also constitutes a vista across his grasp
of the sociology of education and what he indented to do with it in harmonizing education, social justice,
and economic development.
However this view of blind copying, essentially, gets caught up in the dragnet of one of Attoh Ahuma’s
gnomic wisecracks. He writes: “What the white man eats, he [African] eats; what he drinks and smokes,
he [African] drinks and smokes, thereby securing what, in his deluded opinion, is considered the
hallmark of respectability, civilization and refinements.” Kobina Sekyi’s play “The Blinkards”
dramatizes this dilemma of psychological dislocation and intellectual confusions. Prof. Dompere extends
Ahuma’s observation: “These are done without asking a simple question whether they are good for him,
his offspring and fellow Africans. Unproductive imitation is developed to a fine art of imbecility. When a
European calls an African freedom fighter a terrorist, other Africans also call the same freedom fighter a
terrorist. When the Ghanaian makes money in Ghana, he or she takes it to the desert lands of the West
that historically have nothing to give Ghana except racial insults, humiliation of the leaders and a
mockery of the masses.”
Prof. Dompere adds: “It is operating in the same zone of cognitive imbecility that moved a number of
Ghanaians to accuse Kwame Nkrumah’s government of shortages of milk and sardines without
considering the benefits of social infrastructure such as free water supply, free education and
development of free health service system which Nkrumah was putting in place to support the building of
Ghana.” Indeed “cognitive imbecility” has become the postmodernist face of postNkrumah politics. This
measured critique of uncritical imitation on the part of Africa makes a beeline for the dangers of
unconstructive intellectual independence, a powerful moral statement on the state of Africa’s intellectual
and cultural dislocation. “This national stupidity,” Prof. Dompere continues, “the selling of our people
into a new slavery and the acceptance of imperialist deceptions find expression in the fact that thinking in
our contemporary Ghana and by logical extension, all Africa, has become a lost art, a casualty of colonial
education that has forced the leadership to operate in the zone of cognitive imbecility and the masses to
function in the zone of global ignorance and confusion.”
In the end, Ahuma’s and Prof. Dompere’s diagnosis of “the African Condition,” to borrow Ali Mazrui’s
phraseology, has become a chronic politicointellectual disease which generations of scholars and
politicians have tried unsuccessfully to reverse, curtail or extirpate (see Mazrui’s “The African
Condition: A Political Diagnosis”).
We shall return…
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Re: ONLY THE SELFISH KEEPS KNOWLEDGE. Prof. Lungu, Good day. I have a couple of friends in
Germany who know where Adjoa Wangara lives. They shall be visiting him one of these days to see how
he is faring, whether he needs psychiatric treatment of not.
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
francis kwarteng
0328 16:41

Lungu help Kwarteng to update his I.Q. Prof Lungu, I know your I.Q. is very high to an extent that you
can gradually easily assist francis kwarteng to be as reasonable, fluent and clever as you are. But then it
will not be all that easy for you treating somebody l
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
ADJOA WANGARA
0328 20:06

Re: MADAM ADJOA WANGARA What is the meaning of IQ? Do you have any? Kwarteng in his
"lack of IQ" mentioned Gardner's Multiple Intelligences. Madam, please stop attacking Kwarteng
(click to comment on this comment)
YAA ANANE
0328 21:32

Doctorate degree to praise the past What have you done to improve the lots of your fellow Ghanaians
after obtaining your doctorate degree? If all what you can do is this drivel about Kwame Nkrumah, who
has been for over 40 years, then you of all people you ar
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
NTRA SAKYI
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0328 11:05

BREAKING NEWSADJOA WANGARA WANTED It has been reported that the homosexual mental
patient ADJOA(KOJO)WANGARA has escaped from J.T.Lewis Psychiatrist hospital.Please call 911 if
you find him.
(click to comment on this comment)
James Okine
0328 12:36

KWARTENG IS DOING THE RIGHT THING Kwarteng is erasing the erroneous and false impression
the MATEHEMO idiots are propogating about the great Nkrumah,and that is a very good thing.More
grease to your elbow,Kwarteng!
(click to comment on this comment)
Frank Appiah
0328 13:16

Re: KWARTENG IS DOING THE RIGHT THING Dear Brother Frank, You are welcome. Have a great
weekend!
(click to comment on this comment)
francis kwarteng
0328 21:22

Re: Doctorate degree to praise the past NTRA SAKYI, You must know a lot about the author to write all
that you have said. And if you do, you are not saying only people collecting taxpayer money by the
month are the only people doing something to "improve the lo
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Prof Lungu
0328 18:56

Re: Dr. Kofi Dompere On Nkrumah’s Scientific Think Among the uncritical, intellectual, and depraved
fatalists and inanities in the West, there is a significance to the number "13". We are not in that camp.
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However, if we were, we would look at this essay, the 13th in the seri
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Prof Lungu
0328 14:15

To say ...unintellectual.. To say... Among the uncritical, unintellectual, and depraved fatalists and
inanities in the West
(click to comment on this comment)
Prof Lungu
0328 14:20

English is Hard!...nonintellectual... ...nonintellectual... We've always agreed with our Japanese
friends....English is hard! Ha!
(click to comment on this comment)
Prof Lungu
0328 14:33

Re: English is Hard!...nonintellectual... Prof Lungu, "English is hard" that is the main reason why francis
kwarteng cannot write any reasonable piece on his own, I mean from his own experience but rather copy
series of paragraphs from different writers, amalgamate t
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
ADJOA WANGARA
0329 07:40

Kwarteng and Dr. Dompre be part of the s Kwarteng and Dr Dompre, please stop repeating the only
mistake Nkrumah made with a fatal consequencies for Ghana and Africa till today and try to be part of
the solution. A little analysis of your article reveals a very big s
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Boamah Gyamerah
0328 14:44
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Useless article! 'A farrago of unintelligible nonsense'
(click to comment on this comment)
JC
0328 17:11

INCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE I am impressed with the extent and depth of your
scholarship. And I think Ghanaians should pay attention to what you are saying. Especially, how we are
imparting Nkrumah' s conception of science education to our young
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
MARCUS AMPADU
0328 19:19

Re: INCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE Dear Brother Marcus, Points well taken. I am still
researching the issues you raise and will contextualize them in the specific area Nkrumah advocated
them. And moreover like you, environmental consciousness is dea
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
francis kwarteng
0328 19:25

typical foolish article as usual foolish article. didn't bother to read such nonsense. Find something better
to do with your time idiot
(click to comment on this comment)
warren
0328 23:33

DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND You wouldn't have understood it anyway.
(click to comment on this comment)
BOAFO YENA
0329 01:45
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Feature Article of Thursday, 2 April 2015

Columnist: Kwarteng, Francis

Dr. Kofi Dompere On Nkrumah’s Scientific
Thinking 14
KWAME NKRUMAH: “Yet all the stock exchanges in the world are preoccupied with Africa's gold,
diamonds, uranium, platinum, copper and iron ores. Our CAPITAL flows out in streams to irrigate the
whole system of Western economy. Fiftytwo per cent of the gold in Fort Knox at this moment, where
the USA stores its bullion, is believed to have originated from OUR shores. Africa provides more than 60
per cent of the world's gold. A great deal of the uranium for nuclear power, of copper for electronics, of
titanium for supersonic projectiles, of iron and steel for heavy industries, of other minerals and raw
materials for lighter industries?the basic economic might of the foreign Powers?comes from OUR
continent” (Nkrumah’s emphasis).
Let us summarize some of the major contributions of Nkrumahism to African liberation (courtesy of Dr.
Zizwe Poe):
1) Nkrumah linked the traditions of West African nationalism and PanAfrican nationalism.
2) Nkrumah initiated and developed the first PanAfrican liberated state in modern history.
3) Nkrumah elevated PanAfricanism movement to the level of nationstates.
4) Nkrumah developed the notion of socialist African union as the optimal zone for the African
personality, genius.
5) Nkrumah offered a formal philosophy to defend the ideology of the African Revolution.
6) Nkrumah initiated the first African state sponsored effort for African research.
An October 2012 FRENCH DEFENSE REPORT however says: “FRANCE VIEWS PAN
AFRICANISM AS A THREAT TO WESTERN INTERESTS IN AFRICA IN GENERAL AND
FRENCH INTERESTS IN AFRICA IN PARTICULAR” (see “Bleeding Africa: A Half Century of the
Francafrique,” Loonwatch, March 25, 2014; see also Antoine R. Lokongo’s “Central African Republic:
The Hidden Hands Behind ‘Yet Another Good Day,’” Pambazuka News, April 17, 2013).
We shall return to this sixpoint summary briefly in later pages. Now to the issue of blind, mindless
copycatism and other matters: The questions we want to ask at this juncture are: How long are we going
to continue aping external negativities at our expense? What of the threats of internalizing nativist
negativities, of collective selfdestructive tendencies such as kleptomania? No doubt Ghana and Africa
find themselves in a fix! For instance, while emerging economic powers as China and Russia are doing
everything within their means to wean themselves off the dominance of the US dollar in international
trade African economies are rather increasing their dependency on it! That is not all, though. Political
homiletics seems to have completely taken over the critical consciousness of continentalism and of the
masses, the African Unity Nkrumah talked about, not the shadow we have today! What happened to
Nkrumah’s African High Command? Is AFRICOM a better substitute? Why is European Union good but
African Union bad? What are Africans doing to make Ghana and Africa better? Does Nkrumahism have
any relevance today? Is the new crop of African leadership willing to listen to the voice of reason, of
Nkrumahism?
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We pose these questions because the West, France for instance, still sees Africa as her “private
backyard” (arrièrecours). Réservé (private domain), chassegardée (exclusive hunting ground), and pré
carré (natural preserve) are the other derogatory labels the French have for Africa. Has Africa become the
“Toilet Paper? You call Ugandan money shit paper?” Joseph Olita blurted out in the movie “Rise and
Fall of Amin”? Why do Africans still allow others to use their homes as backyards, as a socialpolitical
backwater? Is Africa not probably the world’s richest in terms of mineral wealth? Does Eastern Congo’s
mineral wealth alone not surpass the GDPs of America and Western Europe combined? What is our
problem then? Is the problem the scourge of Nkrumah’s neocolonialism, the last stage of imperialism?
What about her vast and resourceful human capital? Is Africa still of the knowledge that mineral
resources are wealth?
Mineral wealth is not necessarily wealth, but the value added to it. It is technology, not raw materials,
that provides the link between raw materials and true wealth. There is no political leader in Ghana’s
entire political history who understood this link than Nkrumah given the policies he put in place to swap
Ghana and Africa neocolonial status as factor market for product market. Following the prime example
of Nkrumah, the new crop of African leadership should make industrialization the focus of educational
reform in the 21st century. And even more so, Nkrumah’s blueprint for industrialization is already there
for the new crop of African leadership to make good use of as a model for turning the continent’s
infrastructural capital and natural capital into true wealth. The beneficiation concept underlying the
modalities of Nkrumah’s educational, scientific, technological, and industrialization vision are worth
looking into to from the standpoint of Africa’s comparative advantage and the benefits of rural science,
eliminating the deficits of information asymmetry with developed economies, and reducing Africa’s
ecological debt.
We should learn to take interest in Nkrumah’s vision of arousing children’s interest in science early in
their school life (see Nkrumah’s speech “Opening of British Science Exhibition”), as well the one
accompanying his SevenYear Development Plan (“Blue Print of Our Goal: Launching the SevenYear
Development Plan”). In this March 11, 1964 speech [the SevenYear Development Plan] to the National
Assembly on spelling out his rationale for Ghana’s industrial development Nkrumah made some
interesting observations about graft, cronyism, greed, bribery, undue favoritism, and political corruption
as they related to the granting of government contracts in the execution of the Plan and how his
government planned to deal with individuals who abused the system for personal gain. Nkrumah’s
position that “a special effort” be made “in order to ensure that the rate of progress in the less favored
parts of the country is even greater than the rate of progress in those sections which have hitherto been
more favorable. It is only by this means that we can achieve a more harmonious national development”
remains an unfulfilled dream.”
Food security, constructing largescale housing for the masses, social justice, happiness, forest and
animal husbandry, urban planning, improving the quality of life and standard of life of the masses,
environmental consciousness, protecting the strategic interests of the state and those of Africa are all
relevant to the strategic success and sustenance of economic development, just as they were in the
Nkrumah days. Among his many worries, Nkrumah could not understand why Africans should go
hungry when food crops from the Congo Basin alone could feed half of the world’s population, and why
Africa should be poor when her mineral wealth enriched as well as strengthened Western economies
(also see Walter Rodney’s “How Europe Underdeveloped Africa”)! That aside, Nkrumah’s
environmental consciousness should be understood partly in terms of his criticism of the French atom
tests in the Sahara, his promotion of forest husbandry to improve Ghana’s ecological health, and his
understanding of the impact of the construction of the Akosombo Dam on the human ecology of the area.
This is what the developmental psychologist Howard Gardner, essentially, calls “naturalistic” as part of
his intelligence modalities. Nkrumah made these modalities fixtures of his political personality.
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Nkrumah’s ability to discern clear correlations among European mercantilism, dependency complex, and
neocolonialism accentuated his scientific thinking on the complexities of international, commercial and
economic relations. This brings to mind the intrinsic dangers which the Economic Partnership Agreement
(EPA) poses to the Westphalian sovereignties of West African nationstates, especially their political
economies. In effect the SevenYear Development Plan speaks to the scientific, technological, and
humanistic dilemmas of Ghana’s, and by extension Africa’s, development priorities, providing some of
the major strategic and tactical diversions from Africa’s neocolonial dependency complex on external
patronage. These innovative ideas and development projections are worth looking into. Finally, it is
important the new African leadership revisits the sixpoint assessments we attributed to Dr. Poe to see
where Africa is going wrong. The impression is that, unlike Europeans and their vigorous promotion of
PanEuropeanism nationalism via which they have successfully managed to exert their influence over the
globe, Africans are not doing enough to promote the kind of radical industrialization and scientific
technological revolution Nkrumah pushed via his Afrocentric PanAfrican nationalism and Nkrumahism.
Nkrumah pushed these to advance the cause of the African Revolution, Africa’s development economics,
unitary continentalization, economic and political empowerment, foreign policy, and science diplomacy.
The Americans did likewise, and Asians are presently doing similarly. We now know what the socalled
Asian Tigers did to achieve the enviable status they enjoy today along the world’s best, and we also
know from the long range of Nkrumah’s scientific thinking how close they [Nkrumah’s ideas] brought
Ghana and Africa to a similar standing in the global political economy. Development economists,
political scientists, policy analysts, and historians have correctly noted that the Asian Tigers have taken a
generation to achieve what it took the West three hundred years to accomplish. What others may not yet
know is the fact that Nkrumah’s autobiography (1957) reveals his intention to transform Ghana and
Africa in a generation as opposed to the three hundred years the West took to transform herself.
Evidently then, the answers to our development dilemmas are science and technology, investment in
research and development (R&D); technological change (TC) and innovation; stronger institutions;
radical political reform; knowledge economy; passage of the Freedom of Information Bill (FOIB) in
Ghana; patriotism; expanding supply chain Management networks, infrastructural capital, and the
manufacturing base of African economies; and the kind of radical educational system, national and
continental unity proposition, and policy strategies Nkrumah advanced.
It is in this context that Nkrumah built many factories, industries, research institutions, schools, and
universities. He had hope to use them to convert some of Ghana’s vast mineral deposits and cash
commodities into finished products, provide employment to the masses, build upon the entrepreneurial
potential of the people and harness the benefits for national development, and use Ghana’s success
therefrom as a model to inform his continental agenda. But what did Busia and his client the National
Liberation Council (NLM), and succeeding generations of Ghanaian leadership do? They liquidated
some of these companies by allowing them to rot at the suggestion of the IMF/World Bank; sold the
remainder to themselves, family members, cronies, and Western multinational companies. As the facts
reveal Nkrumah built factories and industries because he clearly understood the science and economic
science of valueadding, knowing full well that Africa had no voice in the higher decisional echelons of
commodity markets. Obviously, there is no gainsaying a need to look into why Ghana’s and Africa’s
scientific, educational, and research institutions are not producing the requisite technologies for Africa’s
developmental transformation!
It is equally important that policy makers look into the wide developmental differential between Africa
on the one hand and the West and Asia on the other hand from the standpoint of knowledge and research
gaps. We need to understand why Nkrumah put Ghana ahead of some of the emerging economies in Asia
but now finds herself [Ghana] lagging behind. The above questions and reservations notwithstanding, the
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idea of Africa and her sons and daughters allowing others to use her as a backyard and a recreational
backwater is a deeply troubling proposition.
Now consider the following statements:
Jacques Chirac (2008): “WITHOUT AFRICA, FRANCE WILL SLIDE DOWN INTO THE RANK OF
A THIRD [WORLD] POWER.”
Francois Mitterrand (1957): “WITHOUT AFRICA, FRANCE WILL HAVE NO HISTORY IN THE
21ST CENTURY.”
Jacques Godfrain (2011): “A LITTLE COUNTRY [FRANCE], WITH A SMALL AMOUNT OF
STRENGTH, WE CAN MOVE A PLANET BECAUSE OF OUR RELATIONS WITH 15 OR 20
AFRICAN COUNTRIES.”
Pierre Moscovici (2013): “WE HAVE TO SPEAK THE LANGUAGE OF TRUTH: AFRICAN
GROWTH PULLS US ALONG. ITS DYNAMISM SUPPORTS US AND ITS VITALITY IS
STIMULATING FOR US…WE NEED AFRICA.”
Nicholas Sarkozy: “AFRICA HAS NO HISTORY…THE AFRICAN MAN HAS NOT FULLY
ENTERED INTO HISTORY” (See Antoine R. Lokongo’s “African Nations Can No Longer Afford to be
Taken as France’s Garden”).
Nicholas Sarkozy: “FRANCE DOES NOT NEED AFRICA” (See Chofor Che’s “France and
Francophone: A Marriage of Inconvenience”).
How serious should Africa and her sons and daughters take Sarkozy’s last statement, if indeed what
Hinsley Njila says: “Every year, the CIA and the World Bank publish a list of the poorest countries in the
world. In the current list available on the CIA website the majority of the former French colonies in
Africa fall in the ‘bottom 50’ of the poorest countries in the world” is true? (See “CFA: A Currency
Designed to Keep Francophone African Countries Poor,” Feb. 9, 2008).
Chofor writes: “Another area where Francophone Africa continues to suffer from the marriage with
France is the imposition of the franc CFA…The structuring and composition of the central banks makes
it possible for a colossal sum of finances from Africa to the French public treasury. This means that very
poor countries finance France. There happens to be over 8000 billion of CFA from Africa stocked in
France…”
Mawuna Remarque Koutonin writes: “France is not ready to move away from that colonial system which
puts about 500 billion dollars from Africa to its treasury every year…When Sekou Toure of Guinea
decided in 1958 to get out of French colonial empire, and opted for the country’s independence, the
French colonial elite in Paris got so furious, and in an act of fury the French Administration in Guinea
destroyed everything in the country which represented what they called the benefits of French
colonialism. Three thousand French left the country, taking all their property and destroying anything
that which could not be moved: Schools, nurseries, public administration buildings were crumbled; cars,
books, medicine, research institute instruments, tractors were crushed and sabotaged; horses, cows in the
farms were killed, and food in warehouses were burned or poisoned” (See “14 African Countries Forced
to Pay Colonial Tax for the Benefits of Slavery and Colonization”; Koutonin also discusses the fate of
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African leaders who dared decide to break away from the CFA: France connection: Coups,
assassinations, etc).
Most shockingly if we could add, Dr. Asante told these authors a few years back after visiting Ivory
Coast and meeting with some of the country’s leaders, activists, and scholars, that, ownership of the
Ivorian national economy is mostly foreign and, in that regard, 99% Frenchowned. Writer Lokongo
provides additional evidence about France and her neocolonial interventionist policies with her former
colonies in his aforecited Pambazuka News. He writes: “It [France] has secured a monopoly in Ivory
Coast.” Lokongo goes on to mention a popular impression of the French that France, their country, is
“totally bankrupt”; and that France’s postcolonial strategy to see her interventionist monopoly strategies
in Africa’s political economy become a material reality, by any means necessary, is driven by a burning
need to revitalize her ailing economy.
Giving these facts, is it any wonder that the former British African colonies are doing relatively better
than their French counterparts as measured by GDP, infrastructure, business deals, economic growth
rates, market size, entrepreneurship, quality of business environment, etc? (See Alain Faujas’ “Africa:
Why Francophones Are Lagging Behind Anglophones,” The African Report, Jan. 12, 2012). This cache
of funds can be used to incentivize scholars, researchers, scientists, and other professionals; invest in
R&D and supply chain management projects; fight brain drain and economic immigration; build schools,
research facilities, roads, and hospitals; contain the rising business cost of disease burden across the
continent; underwrite or defray the overhead expenses of the African Union (AU). After all, what is the
point of allowing the European Union to extend financial support to the AU when Africa has the funds
and when Nkrumah insisted that it [AU] should be independent and free from undue influences and
pressure from external patronage?
In fact the gross mismanagement of Africa’s mineral wealth is taking a serious toll on Africa’s
development economics. For instance, the late General Lansana Conte, President of Guinea, gave one of
the world’s largest known deposits of untapped iron ore located in his country to Beny Steinmetz, an
Israeli businessman Beny Steinmetz, on the cheap. This caused Mo Ibrahim to wonder if the Guineans
involved in the deal were “dead idiots, or criminals, or both” (see Patrick R. Keefe’s “Buried Secrets,”
The New Yorker, July 8, 2013). This would never have happened under Nkrumah, since the politico
moral revolution he embarked upon provided a vigorous platform for an Africancentered critique of the
kind of corporate imperialism African leadership has adopted as a development strategy. It would be
covering old ground to make any exegetical forays into the political and diplomatic problems Nkrumah’s
“Neocolonialism: The Last Stage of Imperialism” caused for Ghana’s relations with the West.
However, the behavior of African leaders has compelled some critics of African leadership who have
acquired insider knowledge of outrageous deals, such as the Guinean example, to make nostalgic
references to slavery and recolonization of Africa as a desired and fitting riposte to bad leadership. This
indictment of African leadership has come in a fit of anger and righteous indignation. Uganda’s Yoweri
Museveni said in September 1994: “I have never blamed the whites for colonizing Africa; I have never
blamed these whites for taking slaves. If you are stupid, you should be taken a slave” (“The Atlantic
Monthly Magazine,” Vol. 274, Issue 3, p. 22). In 1998, The Shariat, a Ugandan newspaper, attributed the
following remarks to Museveni“: As Hitler did to bring Germany together, we should also do it here.
Hitler was a smart guy, but I think he went a bit too far by wanting to conquer the world” (Vol 2, No. 15,
April 1521; see also Milton Allimadi’s “Rep. Rangel Deplores Gen. Museveni’s Past ‘Hateful’
Statements on Slavery, Hitler, and LGBTS,” Black Star News, Aug. 1, 2014). It may also be recalled that
certain members within the leadership of Hutu militants relied Nazi documents to execute the Rwandan
Genocide (see Ben Kiernan’s “Blood and Soil: A World History of Genocide and Extermination from
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Sparta to Darfur”).
Nkrumah’s “scientific” conception of education provides a standard critique of the neocolonial
psychology Museveni and the general leadership of Africa represent. The question is: With the
uncontrollable spate of corruption and kleptomania going on all over Africa, what is the guarantee that
these funds could be put to good use? This question begs for answers that African leadership avoids for
lack of accountability, transparency, and probity!
Yet the French neocolonial relationship with her former colonies constitutes a major cause for worry. No
wonder Paul Kagame chose to swap French for English as the linguistic medium for scholarship,
business, international politics, and diplomacy in Rwanda. French has now taken on linguistic officiality
besides Kinyarwanda, though Kagame still acknowledges that Rwanda’s adoption and officializing of
English has strategic and tactical benefits for extending the hand of Rwanda’s commercial and
diplomatic reach deeper into the pocket of global finance and international politics. Kagame has always
pointed accusing fingers at the French for instigating the Rwandan Genocide, a moral culpability which
the French vehemently deny. These are classic examples of Walter Rodney’s “How Europe
Underdeveloped Africa”! Yet Europe is underdeveloping Africa with the active support of African
leadership. What then can the “brotherhood” Nkrumah talked about so passionately do to fight these
injustices? Were Busia and Danquah better than the British Colonial Government?
What has Nkrumahism got to say about all these, Africa’s development dilemma and economic
challenges? It is essential also for the new crop of African leadership and the masses to see the following
fourpoint suggestions through: 1) Reinforcing African solidarity; 2) Increasing the volume of intra
African trade by African countries; 3) Resisting neocolonialism and cultural imperialism by putting in
place industrial, educational, scientific, and technological structures to underwrite Africa’s scientific
development, selfdetermination, and economic development; 4) Strengthening the Africa Union and
weaning it off foreign sponsorship and patronage; 5) [African countries’] striking strategic economic,
scientific and technological, and development deals with the West and Asia in the best interests of
Africa. This fivesteppoint model symbolizes some of the basic building blocks of Nkrumahism and of
Nkrumah’s scientific thinking, which are also well represented in the larger implications of Prof.
Dompere’s work on Nkrumahism.
We may want to add the following modalities for further consideration (courtesy of BotweAsamoah and
Nkrumah). African leadership should honor these proposals: 1) A Commission to draw up details for a
Common Foreign Policy and Diplomacy; 2) A Commission to produce plans for a Common System of
Defense (Nkrumah’s African High Command); 3) A Commission to make proposals for a Common
African Citizenship; 4) A Commission to work out a continental plan for a common economic and
industrial program for Africa: a) A Common Market, b) An African Currency, c) An African Central
Bank, and d) A Continental Communication System. The European Union has already realized most of
these proposals. Importantly, the formation of the African High Command is necessary because its
projected contributions to the management of Africa’s internal affairs will make the foreign policy
agenda for which AFRICOM was created ineffective, as well as undermine the interventionist agenda of
France and others who merely want to use Africa and her vast wealth for their development ends. Thus
Nkrumah gave Africa three choices to choose from: 1) TO LOOK TO EACH OTHER AND POOL OUR
RESOURCES, 2) TO LOOK TO ONE OR OTHER OF THE FOREIGN POWERS AND BECOME
DEPENDENT UPON THEM, and 3) TO ISOLATE OURSELVES AND REGRESS (see his speech
“Africa Needs Her Farmers” delivered during the March 19, 1962 Conference of the Framers of Africa).
Lastly, Nkrumah gave Africa one advice she cannot do without. He writes: “Africa is one continent, one
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people, and one nation. The notion that in order to have a nation it is necessary for there to be a common
language, a common territory, and common culture has failed to stand the test of time or the scrutiny of
scientific definition of objective reality…” The examples of the United States of America and the
European Union are, in hindsight, the standard “test of time” or “the scrutiny of scientific definition of
objective reality” Nkrumah may have had in mind. The ancient empires of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai
also provide another set of examples. And with all the intraAfrican border and marital conflicts and
disputes over mineral wealth, gas and oil, as the ongoing international arbitration between Ivory Coast
and Ghana indicates, one would have thought African leaders will see wisdom in Nkrumah’s unitary
system of continentalism as a “scientific” riposte to Africa’s internal problems. What does it say about
Africa that decades after formal political independence Africans still run to their excolonial masters for
adjudication and arbitration? What if we think of Africa in terms of the continentalization of defense,
mobilization of resources for the people’s benefit rather than for the greed of foreign multinational
companies, and unitarization of foreign policy? Evidently Nkrumah’s scientific thinking itself has stood
the “test of time” or “the scrutiny of scientific definition of objective reality!
Final questions: Have the accounts of Dr. Asante, Chofor, Njila, Koutonin, and Faujas not more than
confirmed the central thesis of Nkrumah’s “Neocolonialism: The Last Stage of Imperialism”? Do we
now understand why the West is not happy with PanAfricanism, and why France and her Western
partners teamed up to overthrow Nkrumah? Does the October 2012 French Defense Report not say it all?
Did Nkrumah’s scientific thinking not predict these neocolonial happenings taking place? Can anyone
doubt the proven political arithmetic of Nkrumah’s scientific thinking, of Nkrumahism, and of his
exegetical stance on the political sociology of neocolonialism? Has Nkrumah not been vindicated then? It
turns out Dr. Asante has seen wisdom in relating the solution to Africa’s development dilemmas to
Nkrumah’s scientific approach to resource and mass mobilization, and conscientization strategies and
tactics.
He [Dr. Asante] notes: “NKRUMAH WAS A PROPHET OF REALITY; HIS POLITICS TOOK THE
FORM OF PROACTIVE WORK TO RAISE THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE MASSES. BUT THE
PROCESS IS LONG; THE JOB IS HARD, AND THE PEOPLE ARE OFTEN UNWILLING TO GIVE
UP THE DEVIL THEY KNOW FOR THE DEVIL THEY DO NOT KNOW…IN THE NAME OF
NKRUMAH, LET US REORIENT OURSELVES, TO OUR COMMITMENTS TO EACH OTHER,
TO OUR DRIVE TOWARD A FEDERATIVE AFRICAN UNION, AND TO A CONNECTION TO
AFRICANS EVERYWHERE” (our emphasis; see “Nkrumah Celebration”). Is Dr. Asante’s
“consciousness of the masses” what Prof. Dompere refers to as “cognitive imbecility”? Possibly!
Granted, it was not for nothing that Amilcar Cabral called Nkrumah “a strategic genius.” His statement
that Nkrumah’s “place in African history is assured” is misleading and misplaced. In fact, his failure to
rise above his intellectual, emotional, and political limitations in assessing the farreaching achievements
and scientific implications of Nkrumah’s ideas for Africa’s technological, politicoeconomic, and
industrial development, selfdetermination, and military empowerment stunted and tainted his judgment
of Nkrumah’s true place in world history. Dr. Kwame Amuah, Mandela’s soninlaw (husband of
Makaziwe MandelaAwuah), tells the world Mandela held Nkrumah as his hero (see “How Do You
Write on Death When You Haven’t Experienced it? Nelson Mandela to His SoninLaw,” New African,
Dec. 2, 2013). The other point is that there is no single individual in Africa’s entire political history
comparable to Nkrumah. Nkrumah’s Gold Medal Award (United Nations’ Special Session, 1978), World
Peace Prize (World Veterans Federation, 1954), and the SATMA Awards (South African Government,
Ingwe Mabalabala Holdings, National Heritage Council of South Africa) confirm his stature in global
history.
Mr. Enoch Ampofo, the Ghanaian representative in South Africa who received the SATMA Awards on
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Nkrumah’s and Ghana’s behalf, said: “GAINING PERSPECTIVES INTO HOW DR. KWAME
NKRUMAH HAS AFFECTED THE LIVES OF PEOPLE IN SOUTH AFRICA, I FOUND OUT THAT
BACK IN THE DAYS OF APARTHEID, THE OPPRESSED WENT TO SCHOOL AND WERE
TAUGHT ABOUT THE PRINCIPLES OF KWAME NKRUMAH OR NKRUMAHISM.”
We conclude this chapter by stressing that Prof. Dompere’s scientific, philosophic, and mathematical
valuation of Nkrumahism puts these larger inquests of sociology, development economics, political
economy, development sociology, and selfdetermination in their proper scientific perspectives and
contexts!
We shall return…
Read Article
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CONCLUSION OF SERIES? Series can be compiled into a book for Nkrumahphiles and it will be a pain
to Nkrumahphobes.
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The most useless essay from Kwarteng This time around francis kwarteng has reached his most senseless
and useless essay in all what he has till date copied and pasted. A very stupid article indeed! Even a
school pupil will never buy it.
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GREATEST. SOME NEW NATIONS NEED ONE PARTY RULE TO LEAP FORWARD, LIKE
SINGAPORE.
(click to comment on this comment)
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HOMOSEXUAL ADJOAKOJO WANGARA Homosexual and mentally deranged ADJOAKOJO
WANGARA,when did you escape from the psychiatric hospital ?
(click to comment on this comment)
Robert Okine
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Down With The Dictator And His Agents!! Good effort, although rather anachronistic at a time of great
democratic upheavals on the African continent as exemplified by the beauty of the democratic
dispensation in nearby Nigeria. In times such as these, the arrant
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Absurdity, been in thrall of another is Dr. SAS been in socioeconomic thrall of another is not democracy.
If that is what democracy connotes, then U.S. should have still been a colony of Britain. It is a fact that
anyone who refuses to be a doll for western imperi
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GREATEST AFRICAN NKRUMAH Nkrumah was voted the GREATEST AFRICAN EVER.
(click to comment on this comment)
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J.B. DANQUAH WAS A TRAITOR CIA declassified documents show that J.B Danquah was on CIA
payroll with the aim of destabilising the CPP government and having Nkrumah assasinated.The stupid
and biased DR SAS is still in denial.
(click to comment on this comment)
RINGO
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DR SAS,WHAT IS AFRICAN DEMOCRACY? DR SAS,if you claim the traitor J.B.Danquah was
doyen of African Democracy,I want you to elaborate on what you call AFRICAN DEMOCRACY.
(click to comment on this comment)
Robert Cudjoe
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Re: Dr. Kofi Dompere On Nkrumah’s Scientific Think Obviously, there were compelling strategic
interest in setting up basic factories in the new country. READ: "...But what did Busia and his client...
(NLM), and succeeding generations of Ghanaian leadership do? They liquidat
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BENEVOLENT DICTATORS SINGAPORE HAD A DICTATORSHIP AND THAT HELPED THEM.
THE GUY TOLERATED NO NONSENSE FROM HIS MATEMEHO ENEMIES. THAT WAS WHAT
GHANA NEEDED AFTER INDEPENDENCE.
(click to comment on this comment)
PROPHET OF TRUTH
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We Shall Overcome Someday for Sure! the US and other imperialist hawks could tolerate the intolerance
of Lee because of the geopolitical interests of the powers that be.In Africa Nkrumah was a trailblazer
who wanted to prove that the blackman afterall is equal
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
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CORRECTION: TO READERS Dear Readers, The SECOND SENTENCE OF THE last but three
paragraph should BEGIN with GENERAL ANKRAH (NOT "HIS"): "Granted, it was not for nothing
that Amilcar Cabral called Nkrumah “a strategic genius.” GENERAL ANKRA
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
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Very Brilliant Very brilliant from my friend, Francis Kwarteng. I've no illusions about Nkrumah's
prophetic vision for Ghana and Africa's political and economic emancipation. His only shortcoming was
his inability to build consensus with hi
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
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Re: Very Brilliant Dear Abrampa, Thanks for your insightful commentary. Yes, we can sometimes agree
to disagree. At least we agree on some fine points about Nkrumah and his larger vision for Africa. But let
us not forget that socialis
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
francis kwarteng
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DR SAS IS NOW A LAUGHING STOCK The more DR SAS denigrates the greatest AFRICAN,the
visionary Kwame Nkrumah,the more he subjects himself to ridicule.Please,Ignore this quasiintellectual
called DR SAS.
(click to comment on this comment)
Robert Okine
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Feature Article of Saturday, 4 April 2015

Columnist: Kwarteng, Francis

Dr. Kofi Dompere On Nkrumah’s Scientific
Thinking Final 1
Amilcar Cabral: “ONE OF THE GREATEST MEN [NKRUMAH] MANKIND HAS SEEN THIS
CENTURY.”
About the British, George Orwell noted in his “Reflection on Gandhi”: “Hypocrisy is the British vice.” In
this essay Orwell took exception to a statement E.M. Forster made in his novel, “A Passage to India.”
Forster stated that “maniacal suspiciousness” was an Indian vice, without so much as acknowledging
“hypocrisy” as the British vice in Orwell’s opinion. Orwell’s critique of Forster is akin to the social
prosopagnosia of White America where all black people are spitting images of each other. American
actress Whoopi Goldberg has, however, said social prosopagnosia also induces White Americans to see
fellow Whites as spitting images of each other. It appears from the preceding that exceptionalism is an
exclusive asset of racial whiteness! In the Gold Coast (and later in Ghana) it was the agents of Edmund
Burke’s political ideology, elitist secessionist CIA paramours such as Danquah, Busia, and their ilk, who
openly wore their borrowed exceptionalism, a sort of political crown of thorns, around their necks.
Nkrumahism put them in their place, and as well nipped their divisive and terrorist ethnic politics in the
bud.
American (Western) exceptionalism does not end there. Next, clandestine collaborations among Israel
(Mossad), America (CIA), and the Britain (M15) brought Adi Amin to power as a replacement for
Milton Obote and his leftist politics. The three helped Amin set up a secret “army” within Uganda’s
national military, which was consequently used to overthrew Obote (see Andrew Rice’s “The Teeth May
Smile But The Heart Does not Forget: Murder and Memory in Uganda”). At the same time US Pres.
Richard Nixon and Secretary of State Henry Kissinger criticized Nkrumah for his leadership style and
leftleaning politics (Andrew Rice), even as they worked behind the scenes to open relations, and in fact
succeeded in establishing one, with Communist China. America also traded with the USSR (see the
threevolume set of Anthony C. Sutton’s “Western Technology and Soviet Economic Development,”
19171930, 19301945, and 19451965; “Wall Street and the Bolshevik Revolution”; “National Suicide:
Military Aid to the Soviet Union”; and “Wall Street and the Rise of Hitler”; see also Glen Yeadon’s
“Hydra in America: Suppressed History of a Century (Wall Street and the Rise of the Fourth Reich)” and
Oliver Stone’s and Peter Kuznick’s “The Untold History of the United States”). In effect, the Americans
did more with Communist China and the USSR than Nkrumah could ever dream off.
Pres. Nixon and Kissinger questioned Nkrumah’s leadership style against the backdrop of his acquired
American education. Yet, what the two probably did not know was Nkrumah’s strict adherence to the
principles of liberal democracy during the dyarchic period, 1951 to 1954, when formation of the National
Liberation Movement (NLM) in tandem with foreign forces introduced violence, terrorism, and armed
insurrection into the country. In this context the state’s security services and intelligence community
under Nkrumah’s leadership, with the popular backing of the people via the CPP’s parliamentary
majority, adopted measures similar, though arguably less draconian in operational intensity, to the FBI’s
and the CIA’s in containing “enemies of the state” and the national integrity of the American state. To
add to this, Pres. Nixon used the FBI and the CIA to stifle opposition to his presidency and harass his
political opponents. These events led to his impeachment. Pres. Nixon was subsequently thrown out of
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the White House for good. If we may ask, what sort of education did Pres. Nixon receive as part of his
American education?
In another context US Secretary of State John F. Dulles construed Nkrumah’s positive neutrality as a
threat to American (and Western) interests. Again Nkrumah’s central role in the creation of the Non
Aligned Movement (NAM), which became a standard critique of EastWest hegemonies during the Cold
War, irked the West disproportionately in the relational dichotomy. Thus, the birth of the NAM added to
Nkrumah’s catalogue of political sins from the standpoint of Western foreign policy and strategic
interests. Elsewhere, Franklin D. Roosevelt (with Winston Churchill) struck strategic alliance with
Joseph Stalin against Adolf Hitler’s Nazi Germany, even as the FBI under John E. Hoover hunted down
socialists and communists across the political landscape of America.
America and the rest of the West, Britain principally, endorsed strongman Lee Kuan Yew’s authoritarian
rule, namely, his tight control of Singapore’s society, media, political opponents, and oneparty state. As
well, “minor” infractions like chewing gum in Singapore incurred corporal punishment: Caning. Yew
once told BBC broadcaster Peter Day “If you can’t think because you can’t chew, try a banana” (see
“Singapore’s Elder Statesman,” BBC). Yew also instituted caning as punishment for certain infractions
in the Singaporean Armed Forces (SAF). Judicial caning was another matter. Of course, Western
commentators are quick to point out corporal punishment as a British legacy, but not the Preventive
Detention Act (PDA) which the British Colonial Government introduced or endorsed in India, Ghana,
and other places in the British Empire. Meanwhile, the West gave Yew’s dictatorship, oneparty rule,
restriction of human rights, and PanAsianism a pass in exchange for his support for Western strategic
interests in Asia.
As a matter of fact, Yew countered his Western patrons’ censorship of his authoritarian rule with
persistence references to Westerners to respect “Asian values,” from which the ethos of his authority, his
leadership style, derived. The socalled “Asian values” encouraged singleparty authoritarianism, Pan
Asianism, communitarianism, and collectivism; deemphasized democracy; and prioritized economic
rights and stability over political rights, or individual freedoms. Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen, an Indian
economist associated with Oxford, Harvard, and Cambridge, has argued against the concept “Asian
values” (see Human Rights and Asian Values,” The New Republic, July 1421, 1997). Yew went on to
rule Singapore for 31 years, handpicking his son Lee Hsien Loong to succeed just as Nelson Mandela
handpicked Cyril Ramaphosa to succeed him; however, it was rather Thabo Mbeki who got the job
because Ramaphosa vanished from the political scene for nearly a decade. Other Westernsupported
African leaders who have gone on to rule as long as Yew include: Mobuto Sese Seko (32), Omar Bongo
(41), Gnassingbé Eyadema (38), Blaise Compaore (26), Felix HouphouëtBoigny (33), Paul Biya (32),
and Yoweri Museveni (29).
Some of these Westernsupported longestserving leaders spent millions of US dollars from public funds
to bankroll the campaigns and presidencies of Western leaders, rather than to help or ease the suffering of
their fellow Africans (see “THE BIG READ: Omar Bongo, The Architect of Modern Gabon,” Daily
Observer, June 12, 2009). The late Omar Bongo was fingered in one of these highprofile controversies.
Now, given Yew and his public professions in defense of “Asian values,” what is there to say in the case
of Nkrumah and “African values”? The simple answer is that Yew’s Western patrons rejected Nkrumah’s
PanAfricanism, continental decolonization and selfdetermination efforts; inclusive politics; nonelitist
political ideology; insistence on economic independence for Africa; and collaboration with his colleagues
in the international arena to bring moral sanity to a dangerous world, by overthrowing Nkrumah with the
aid of their Ghanaian collaborators. The aims of Nkrumah’s international collaboration efforts revolved
around negating the spreading hegemony of capitalist exploitation of the world and the rising threat of
nuclear militarization to international relations and global peace, among others.
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Finally, Ayi Kwei Armah summarily guides his international readership through Nelson Mandela’s
interview with his [Mandela’s] comrade Ahmed Kathrada, depicting how Mandela, then underground
and disguised, was, in his [Mandela’s] own words, driving to see a contact in the US Embassy [South
Africa] for a scheduled appointment, only for the contact to alert the Apartheid Security Services to his
whereabouts. Mandela went on to spend 27 years in prison (see “South Africa: Liberating Mandela’s
Memory,” New African, Dec. 18, 2013). A number of observers from around the globe have pointed an
accusing finger at the CIA in Mandela’s arrest. We are made to recall the brutal assassination of Patrice
Lumumba under the active oversight of Western intelligence (American, Belgian, and British) with its
local collaborators, as well as the sequent acidification of his exhumed by the Belgians, a year or so after
he had signed on to Nkrumah’s African High Command, African Union, and so forth (see also Calder
Walton’s “Empire of Secrets: British Intelligence, the Cold War and the Twilight of Empire” and Ludo
De Witte’s “The Assassination of Lumumba”).
We raise these examples to highlight the role political hypocrisy plays in statecraft, neocolonialism,
foreign policy formulations, international relations, intelligence collection management, power dynamics,
and imperialism. Many are those who fail to see correlations among science, power dynamics, science
diplomacy, and foreign policy analysis. But as things stand, we may have to disagree with Orwell that
“political hypocrisy” is exclusive to the British character. We believe “political hypocrisy” is an art that
has been perfected in the West than it is probably the case in nonWestern political theatres. Ideally, we
make this assertion as a conditional statement of international politics and power relations and as it were,
from the vantage of fivehundred years of European (Western) engagement with the rest of the world.
Our position is that “political hypocrisy” in African politics should be ruled out from the roster of foreign
policy considerations as long as it does not serve Africa’s strategic interests in her external engagements.
So, if we may put it differently, there should be nothing morally suspicious about deploying “political
hypocrisy” as a foreign policy instrument so long as it advances Africa’s strategic interests and
development priorities, with additional emphasis on its benefits accruing to Africa in her external
dealings. Another important idea is to develop the concept of science diplomacy to the point where
Africa’s influence on the world stage is firmly established. Of course Africa’s influence on the world has
been there since the dawn of human history, except that the resultant benefits from that influence has
mostly accrued to others. Nkrumah’s scientific thinking tried to change that asymmetric course of power
and political relations and in the process put Africa in a position to reassume that historical leadership in
the spirit of scientific, technological, and industrial modernism. He intended the modernizing process to
be erected on the best foundational aspects of African ideas. Nkrumah did lay a strong foundation for
Africa’s science diplomacy, though the concept has yet to gain popular currency among African
countries and in their relations with the external world.
We believe the African Union Kwame Nkrumah Scientific Awards will go a long way to revive
continental interest in science diplomacy. Unfortunately science diplomacy has been on the wane since
his departure from the scene. Africa’s rising disease burden from epidemics like Ebola and other
emerging diseases calls for rejuvenation of science diplomacy. Yet, political hypocrisy on the part of
African leadership remains a major stumbling block to the material effectuation of Nkrumahism, of
which science diplomacy is but one of the notable implications of Nkrumah’s scientific thinking. Aside
that, political hypocrisy is what we see undergirding colonial education and its carryover into
neocolonial education, which Tetteh A. Kofi describes for us: “The education of the Ghanaian was
nothing less than an organized systemic flight from all things African, culture, value, roots, to things
European. As a result, the educated Ghanaian had two very marked traits in his psychology: First, an
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uncritical adoration of everything British; second, a profound contempt for his people” (see “The Elites
and Underdevelopment in Africa: The Case of Ghana”). Kofi’s commentary represents one of the
implied facets of the Edmund Burke’s political ideology in respect of the question of preordained
rulership or of educated elites ruling a society.
Moreover, we have already belabored Danquah’s rejection of the people “I don’t like this thing of the
masses” and his dismissal of their aspirations as mere “emotion” in an interview with the African
American writer Richard Wright; yet he [Danquah] wanted the same masses to rise up against Nkrumah.
His colleague Busia called political parties such as the CPP “mass parties.” The founding of the Center
for Civic Education, of which Busia a Chairman, was founded on the principle of preventing populist
democracy from taking root in the postNkrumah dispensation (see Tetteh A. Kofi). We have also
belabored how Nkrumah’s scientific thinking, Nkrumahism, and Africancentered approach to human
and power relations brought the masses together, thus undermining the tenets of the Edmund Burke’s
political ideology. Our reservations notwithstanding, we believe also that political hypocrisy has become
a fixture in the practice of neocolonial African politics. Turns out, only Nkrumah’s politics stands out in
the entire landscape of Africa’s political history in terms of its lasting impact on Ghana, Africa, and the
world. Dr. Molefi Kete Asante’s observation that the political giant Nkrumah was real and genuine and
that he [Nkrumah] was “a prophet of reality” stemmed from the latter’s political sophistication, Pan
Africanist vision, and liberation strategies.
For the most part, Nkrumah achieved a lot for Africa because he managed to circumvent the dragnet of
Western political intrigue as well as the subversive entrapments of his local enemies. As we have been
painstakingly trying to show through this series, Prof. Dompere has established the scientific and
mathematical credibility of the core concepts of Nkrumahism, demonstrating that they hold the key to
unraveling the Gordian knot of contemporary African problems. We have also highlighted some of the
major works of other thinkers, researchers, scientists, political scientists, economists, and writers that add
to the debate.
More particularly, his [Prof. Dompere’s] forthcoming books “Theory of Categorical Conversion” and
“The Theory of Categorical Conversion: Analytic Foundations of Nkrumahism” provide authoritative
valuations of Nkrumah’s scientific thinking. Again, in these two complex texts we find the convoluted
map of Nkrumah’s scientific thinking given vigorous exegetical exposition in their finest topographical
features of mathematical and scientific logicality. Prof. Dompere’s empirical methodology and its de
layering techniques offer the most cogent riposte yet to the professional haters and ideological enemies of
Nkrumah. Namely, Confederate ideologues and useful idiots who have been advancing the convenient
falsehood that Nkrumah was never given to intellectual sophistication and complex conceptualization.
Put simply, that canard by Nkrumah’s professional haters and ideological enemies loses its emotional
impetus in the critique of Prof. Dompere’s empirical methodology and philosophic ratiocination. It is the
emotionalism from political hypocrisy that takes the steam out of the sane cognition of these Nkrumah’s
professional haters and ideological enemies. This clique of revisionists rather resort to Leopold
Senghor’s discredited Negritude formula “emotivity is to Africans what rationalism is to Greeks” in its
trite methodological critique of Africa’s greatest personality, Nkrumah.
And though logicality and emotivity have their place in human evolution and physiological maturation,
they clash through neutralization when an individual wants to logicalize a phenomenon, thereby throwing
rationalism and lucidity out of gear. Having said that, where do we begin to make sense of the political
arithmetic of the “African Condition”? We need to bear in mind that we have already examined some of
these political economy questions and will directly go to the heart of those we have not yet explored.
Granted, what are the real problems confronting Africa today? To get a fair idea of what we are looking
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at we may want to qualitatively add up universal corruption and kleptomania across Englishspeaking
Africa, foreign multinational exploitation of African national economies; poor African leadership; gross
mismanagement of natural resources (Biotic: Oil, animals, gas, forests, etc; abiotic: water, land, heavy
metals, etc); social injustice; ethnocentrism and religious terrorism; sexism; irresponsible journalism;
poor public services; erratic power supply or the total lack thereof; unpatriotism; environmental
degradation; and unused or underutilized human capital to the deficits of Frenchspeaking Africa, and, in
fact, to that of the rest of Africa.
What do we get? The expected valuation response may be qualitatively inexact. In that case, how do we
measure these quantitatively? For instance, what is the socioeconomic or business cost burden of poor
Ghanaian leadership on the health of Ghana’s political economy, growth and development, standard of
living and quality of life? Data collection and data analysis are key without the usual political
adulteration. By “political adulteration,” we are referring to the interference of political hypocrisy in
policy matters! The Human Development Index (DHI) and the Ibrahim Index of African Governance
(IIAG) may be useful in quantitatively assessing the quality of human life. However, the politicization of
GDP statistics via rebasing methods has thrown the bias underpinnings of statistical methodologies into
sharp relief for scientific critique. Somehow, statistical valuation of standard of living and quality of life
has become a political tool in the hands of politicians who merely use them to court foreign investment
partly for the benefit of their private pockets, those of their patrons and that of national party coffers.
African politicians, political scientists, statisticians, and policy makers lacking the critical consciousness
of Africancentered patriotism and statistical methodological seriousness constitute the bane of African
development economics.
It should be clear by now how immensely indispensable the corpora of scientific, mathematical,
philosophical, literary, and cultural works of Prof. Dompere, together with those of Diop, Asante,
Nkrumah, Mazama, Du Bois, Garvey, Thiong’o, etc., are to Africa’s survival. Among this cadre of
scholars Prof. Dompere, perhaps, makes the strongest or most cogent case yet for the scientific viability
of Nkrumahism. What is Nkrumahism? Nkrumahism deconstructs neocolonialism and the exploitative,
abusive tendencies of free market capitalist and imperialist structures, ushering in an alternative
superstructure of rigorous sociological, scientific, cultural, moral and philosophical critique of scientific
racism, ethnocentrism, and ethnic balkanization; Africa’s dependency complex; capitalist imperialism;
Eurocentric universalism; cultural imperialism; Africa’s uncritical copying and internalizing of others’
values; and neocolonial bastardization of Africa by both the internal and external dynamics of political
agencies; continental balkanization of Africa; political hypocrisy; and so on. Perhaps, this partly explains
why Nkrumah chose positive neutrality and nonalignment as part of Ghana’s foreign policy strategies.
In other words, positive neutrality and nonalignment may have offered him [Nkrumah] ideological
leverage over political management of the internal and external direction of Ghana’s and Africa’s
development options, as both concepts freed him from the clutches of ideological particularism. Thus,
Nkrumahism offers an Africancentered alternative to the paradigm of Eurocentric imperialism, where it
seeks an optimal compromise among competing ideas for strengthening and enhancing the stance of
Africa’s political economy in global affairs. Nkrumahism places particular emphasis on scientific,
technocratic, and technological modernization of Africa. Nkrumahism therefore enjoys a status
comparable to the critique of ideology. In this sense Nkrumahism provides a train of creative avenues for
the material expression of egalitarianism; humanism; collectivism; social justice; selfactualization, self
respect and community; sociocultural ethos; and critical, analytic thinking (scientific thinking) in the
advancement of Africa and of her sons and daughters, as well as of improving her relations with the
external world. All these variables feed the conduits of possibilities, actualities, and potentialities of
human advancement under the strictest oversight of relative internal selfautonomy.
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Negative political hypocrisy is not given operational drift in the sphere of strategic socialization, whether
political, social, economic, or moral. Nkrumahism prioritizes the interests of the collective will,
represented by the strategic demands of unitary continentalism upon African psychology, economic and
industrial development, socialpolitical stability, collective selfesteem and selflove, gender equity and
gender equality, interethnic unity, selfdetermination, peace, and tolerance, over the strategic interests of
external conditionalities, cultural imperialism, and corporate dictatorship. The welfare of the youth,
children, and women as well as quality mass education and Adult education are central to Nkrumahism.
Gender or sexdisaggregated data (gender statistics) are required to provide a better understanding of the
role women play in national development. Nkrumahism’s part in fostering gender socialization is
bringing women back into the fold of public life and the center of society as matrilineality did in many
parts of precolonial Africa before foreign religions and colonialism (Victorian values) consigned them to
domestic slavery and secondclass citizenship.
Nkrumah notes in his autobiography: “Much of the success of the CPP has been due to the efforts of
women members.” The 1959 enactment of the Women Members Act gave additional weight to the
theory of Nkrumahism. Takyiwah Manuh writes that Nkrumah saw women as “the architects of a nation”
and that he “catapulted women onto the political scene in a way that was new both in Ghana and Africa.”
Nkrumah also brought women from the Northern Territories into his government which, according to
Manuh, constituted a tactical move by him to “do away with the disrespectful and contemptuous attitudes
shown towards them [Northerners] by many Southerners.” We should, however, make it clear that it was
Nkrumah (and the leadership of the CPP) who introduced Affirmative Action policies into the politics of
the Gold Coast and Ghana, and by extension, Africa, as Manuh’s statement implies. These Affirmative
Action policies went beyond the practice of national politics to include other aspects of ordinary life
(education, employment, etc) in the Gold Coast and Ghana (see details of the SevenYear Development
Plan and the Program of Work and Happiness; the latter stressed “complete equality between the sexes”).
We can, therefore, understand why women constituted the major driving force behind the membership of
the Convention Peoples’ Party and the Party’s organizing superstructure (see “Women and Organizations
During The Convention Peoples’ Party Period”). Nkrumahism morally impresses upon the metropole to
share the space of equality with the periphery. As we said elsewhere, Nkrumahism also represents an
internal critique of African affairs which are deemed detrimental to her development priorities. Put
another way, Nkrumahism questions gross social and economic disparities which are introduced into the
political economy of a people’s sociological actualities under the guise of improving the quality of life
and quality of life, of social justice and fairness, while at the same time critiquing the artificial successes
of capitalism and providing practical and theoretical alternatives to the alleviation of human suffering,
human limitations in economic planning, individualism, and the moral unjustness of contemporary
human civilization. Most significantly, like other systems or modalities of human conceptualizations,
Nkrumahism does claim to be a panacea to the endless inquests of human curiosity and human problems.
It is a means to an end; the genesis and destination of applied Nkrumahism is relative autonomy through
the social path of happiness economics.
Nkrumah therefore dedicated his scientific thinking, selfless politics, and Africancentered vision to
resolving what he described as “the paradox of poverty in the midst of plenty, and scarcity in the midst of
abundance” in Africa. Yet this project is merely one of the many layers of Nkrumahism!
We shall return…
Read Article
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Your Comment:

Subject:
Your Name:
Prof Lungu

Comment to
Article
0404 08:16

Post

Good. Francis, you've debunked all the lies concocted by the matemeho anarchist mentality people. Who
once in a while try to throw dust into the eyes of the public. These tribal clueless folks think the world
revolves around
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Ghana
0404 08:16

kwarteng, another great piece THIS IS VERY POWERFUL DOCUMENTATION OF THE
HYPOCRISY OF THE WEST AND THE MATEMEHO ANARCHISTS.
(click to comment on this comment)
DEACON
0404 12:18

KWARTENG DESTROYED OKOAMPA Danquah was just a tribal leader. Never seen Gas,
Northerners, Nzemas or Fantis defending him. Only a few Akyem tribalists like Danquah.
(click to comment on this comment)
ASA
0404 12:23

Kwarteng has mixed copied paragraphs francis kwarteng has again an again mixed copied pieces to the
highest amalgamation of many different (copied) paragraphs from different writers and thrown as a blind
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bomb to ghanaweb for Readers to absorb. The whole pages
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
ADJOA WANGARA
0404 12:47

ADJOA WANGARA Adjoa Wangara(aka.Cardinal,Catalyst,Teacher,Houdini,Sam,Nyansasem)the
ignorant fool  as always. PEACE
(click to comment on this comment)
GOLD COAST
0404 18:03

OH WANGARA! THIS IS A POEM FOR YOU Fellow Ghanaians, I have decided to drop Wangara a
poem since she wants to be Adjoa the attention seeking Wangara here on Ghanaweb Read and enjoy
ADJOA THE WANGARA She comes wangaring arou
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
A GERSIS
0404 19:04

Re: OH WANGARA! THIS IS A POEM FOR YOU Dear Brother Antonio Gersis, Beautiful and
insightful and flowery and caustic and intelligent, all coming for the rhetorical authority of your pen!
Like you rightly said in the poem, I will maintain my silence. The fac
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
francis kwarteng
0404 19:45
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Basis or bases Basis not bases, you dumb illiterate.
(click to comment on this comment)
TOM
0405 07:46

The Fate of the Nkrumaists George Orwell is best known for his novel "Animal Farn" which Nkrumah
effectively banned, along with many books which his paranoid mind deemed to be insinuative of his
dictatorship. Prof. Kwarteng wouldn't have encountered th
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Dr. SAS, Attorney at Law
0404 09:24

DR SAS NEEDS PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION DR SAS' persistent senseless,porous and ineffective
comments about Nkrumah make it imperative that he consults a psychiatrist.
(click to comment on this comment)
Kofi Badu
0404 10:59

THE BIZARRE MINDSET OF DR SAS DR SAS' silly attempt to elevate the traitor and CIA agent
J.B.Danquah and denigrate the universally acknowledged greatest African,the visionary Kwame
Nkrumah clearly indicates his bizarre mindset.Please ignore him.
(click to comment on this comment)
Joe Mensah
0404 11:12

DANQUAH WAS A CIA STOOGE DANQUAH IS ONLY KNOWN IN HIS VILLAGE. HE IS A
DWARF IN COMPARISON TO NKRUMAH.
(click to comment on this comment)
DEACON
0404 12:20
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INGRAINED HATRED Any mediocre JB Danquah underling can gain attention through slander and
bogus statistics.
(click to comment on this comment)
YAW
0404 18:08

Re: The Fate of the Nkrumaists SAS, I know you are beyond redemption but I want to assure you that
Nkrumahism is not dead 'cos Nkrumah died. You know Jesus allegedly died 2000 yrs ago and
Mohammed about 1400 yrs ago too but you know how fanatical some p
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
C.Y. ANDYK
0405 01:42

Re:THE FATE OF NKRUMAISTS First,this "village lawyer" should not be calling himself "dokita".No
American lawyer with just JD(LLB)  not even President Obama,a former Law professor or Justices of
the U.S.Supreme Court,use the prefix "Dr.". But leave i
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
GOLD COAST
0405 01:44

GOD BLESS YOU, KWARTENG ! Hey Francis,your work is really appreciated by anybody with a
sound mind.In fact your factual and very well researchedbased articles about the greatest African
Nkrumah are outstanding.I suggest you write a book on the achiev
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Frank Appiah
0404 11:43

Rise! African Women Rise, From Slumber! By our words and deeds, we shall all be judged! Rise,
woman, rise! Rise African women, from the slumber!
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(click to comment on this comment)
Prof Lungu
0404 16:26

Maid WELCOME TO ODOCARE HOUSEMAID Are you Looking for reliable maids to assists you in
looking after your children and your house. Quality Services Quality life, Call Odocare Services
00233(0)206362020. Odocare domestics hel
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Anita
0404 13:16

What is Nkrumahism? Nkrumah himself did not know what that was. His minions at the Ideological
Institute were trying to concoct definition for his approval. Yet the latterday Nkrumahists appear to
know more about it than the man himself. Just
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Truthiness
0404 18:04

Re: What is Nkrumahism? Truthiness, Thanks for notice on those remarkable exchanges on
"Nkrumaism". Might we know the source(s)? Further, we are not entirely convinced your statement
"...Nkrumah himself did not know what that was..." is justi
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Prof Lungu
0404 19:45

You should know. Prof Lungu, as an avowed Nkrumahist, I thought you had access to all these papers
from the Ideological Institute. What kind of Nkrumahist are you if you don't even have access to the
basic stuff of the Ideological Institute.
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Truthiness
0404 20:50
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Re: You should know. Truthiness, Who said we were "avowed Nkrumahists"? We've always approached
the question from a Ghanacentered perspective! That one does not require one to the "Nkrumahists", we
believe! Never was Young Pioneer! Par
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Prof Lungu
0404 23:30

Re: You should know. Dear Prof. Lungu, Don't mind Truthiness. Truthiness is like Kwame Okoampa
Ahoofe; he does not have a clue what he talks about on the couple of occassions I have debated him.
Busia (the Center for Civic Education) and t
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
francis kwarteng
0405 00:30

Thrutiness or FALSINESS You referred to exchanges of information in 1964 but what you failed to
realise is that before Nkrumah's overthrow on February 24th 1966,Nkrumah and his followers knew e
exactly what Nkrumahism was.
(click to comment on this comment)
Osei Kwame
0404 22:35

Re: Thrutiness or FALSINESS Huh?
(click to comment on this comment)
Truthiness
0404 21:56
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Re: Thrutiness or FALSINESS Dear Truthiness, Good day. Please don't waste our time here. Get your
hands on Dr. Kofi Kissi Dompere's works for a thorough academic (scientific, philosophic, and
mathematical) dicussion of the core concepts of Nkrumah
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
francis kwarteng
0404 22:26

Re: Thrutiness or FALSINESS Prof, what you are giving us here is like Goebbels version of Nazism.
You, as an academic, should do a more academic job on Nkrumah, unbiased. That is my beef with some
of you, especially, knowing what I know.
(click to comment on this comment)
Truthiness
0405 00:14

Re: Thrutiness or FALSINESS And Prof, I have read AsamoahBotwe's works. He is worse than
Goebbels, when it come to Nkrumah. I always thought academics don't bring their biases when they
these things. Trying to pass one's biases as an academic work is f
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Truthiness
0405 00:20

Re: Thrutiness or FALSINESS Dear Truthiness, There are a lot of information, historical documents,
etc., that Adu Boahen and his team of researchers later discovered whose exposure you will not find in
F.K. Buah. There is so much about the Gold C
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
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francis kwarteng
0405 01:06

Thrutiness or FALSINESS? Thrutiness or FALSINESS? It will be the latter if Thrutiness does not act!
(click to comment on this comment)
Prof Lungu
0405 15:37

Re: What is Nkrumahism? I really found this pedestrian, knowing what I know. Karl Marx also didn't
define Marxism, you know? In fact, when he found out what his followers were doing in Germany which
was at variance with what he was expounding, h
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
C.Y. ANDYK
0405 01:31

Re: What is Nkrumahism? Dear Brother Yao, Thanks for your remarks. People like Truthiness have
nothing substantial to add fruitful discussions and choose to dabble in irrelevances instead. I wonder
what Truthiness can tell us about Thatche
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
francis kwarteng
0405 01:57

Nkrumah Are u saying Nkrumah didn't believe in God
(click to comment on this comment)
Adam
0405 08:47
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Re: Nkrumah Nkrumah, of course, was a believer in God well after his overthrow. He trained and passed
all the courses in divinity ready to be consecrated as a pastor/rev. but only settled for a cert. for preaching
while in the US. But th
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
C.Y. ANDYK
0405 15:40

HOME & SOCIAL CARE AGENCY Support for Mum and Dad Odo Home & Social Care Agency
Odocare provide Home & Social Care to individuals of all ages with various requirements including care
for the elderly and support for families and friends. If you are
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Anita
0404 19:58
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Feature Article of Sunday, 5 April 2015

Columnist: Kwarteng, Francis

Dr. Kofi Dompere On Nkrumah’s Scientific
Thinking FINAL 2
SAM NUJOMA: “A tribute to Kwame Nkrumah will be incomplete without reference to his role in the
formation of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) on 25 May 1963. NKRUMAH WAS NOT JUST
AN IDEAOLOGUE, BUT ALSO A PRACTICAL REVOLUTIONARY. SO WHY DO I CALL HIM A
PROPHET? Well, judge for yourselves, after reading what he said on the eve of the formation of the
AOU in Addis Ababa in 1963 (see Nkrumah ‘We Must Unite Now Or Perish’), and you would, nay
should, agree with me that most of what he said and did more than 40 years ago are like a prophecy for
African’s liberation” (our emphasis).
We continue from FINAL 1:
We should, however, make it clear that we do not take “selfautonomy” or “selfdetermination” to mean
a state of complete politicoeconomic isolationism. Not even America, the world’s largest economy, and
China, the world’s second largest economy, can stay off Africa, off each other, and Africa off America
and China. Nationstates exist in vicious and virtuous cycles of interdependence, with globalization
providing the bulk of intellectual and material impetuses for cultural, economic, and political
miscegenation. National economies, for instance, find themselves in a tangled web of operational
copulation under the controlling interest of the pimps of global capitalism.
Accordingly, Nkrumahism places its locational ingratiation in the philosophical centroid of unfettered
capitalism, the controlling rigidity of imperialist economism, and Marxism extremism. Understandably,
then, there is a high possibility that neocolonial mortal instruments of capitalist and imperialist
exploitation will not accept the scientific and mathematical riposte of Nkrumahism as a moral critique of
the sort of disturbing things Molefi Kete Asante, Chofor Che, Antoine R. Lokongo, and Mawuna
Remarque Koutonin talk about (see Part 14 of the series). We may argue the point that the developmental
waywardness of Africa today, possibly, results from African leaders’ intellectual opposition to
Nkrumahism.
That much the scientific works of Prof. Dompere make unambiguously certain. What is more, the point
of unambiguous certainty removes the unendarkened cloud of political hypocrisy accruing from the
misconstrued aspects of Nkrumahism, and makes the normative context of cultural consciousness the
centerpiece of individual and collective selfcriticism, of individual and collective responsibility. We
should equally bear in mind that culture represents the soul of a people’s collective consciousness across
time and place, as well as of their circumstantial, material, and spiritual ontology; call it the fulcrum of
their existential actualities, their perceptual or perceived extrapolations. Culture is nonetheless dynamic,
all the more subject to the dictates of corrective selfmotion and redefinition, which is mediated either
through collision with other cultures or through internecine reconfiguration in situ. Nkrumah’s
“categorical conversion” and “philosophical consciencism” demonstrate how adaptable, ductile, or
conformable culture is, although ontologically stringy in challenging situations or unusual circumstances.
Nkrumah in this unique context, therefore, promoted science and technology and African progressive
ideas as the best candidates to provide the necessary corrective and modernizing oversight to the
transformation of society.
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Nkrumah therefore provided a scientific and philosophical template appropriate for eliminating agnosy,
superstition, uncritical thinking, ethnic and continental balkanization, religious dogma, and mass
internalization of inferiority complex on the continent. This template of critique defined the scientific
sociology of his larger vision for reorienting African psychology and transforming the continent from
the standpoint of Africa’s strategic interests. This was the great thinker the combined forces of the West,
ObetsebiLamptey, Danquah, Busia, police officer Seth Ametewe, R.R. Amponsah, Modesto Apaloo,
Brigadier General Joseph E. Michel, kings, S.G. Antor, Captain Awhaitey, and the British Empire tried
to physically eliminate from the political scene through terrorism and sniper assassins. One Tetter A.
Kofi in his essay “The Elites and Underdevelopment in Africa: The Case of Ghana” mentions a piece,
titled “Letter from Ghana” and published in the October 12, 1967 edition of the New York Book
Reviews, in which the anonymous author of the letter describes Danquah and the rest of the leadership of
the UGCC as “Black Englishmen.”
It is also clear the cluelessness, elitism, and unseriousness of the leadership of the UGCC led to the
complete evaporation of their [Black Englishmen] political existence, upon which the conscientized
masses thrust Africa’s greatest strategist, Nkrumah, onto the political scene. What is not also known is
that Nkrumah’s plans for the Gold Coast and Africa were hatched out abroad before his relocation to the
Gold Coast. Thus, he taught the leadership of the UGCC what to do to, and not the other way around. Yet
urban myths persist to the contrary. “THE BOY [NKRUMAH] ORGANIZED THE MASSES, BUT,
INSTEAD OF DELIVERING THEM TO HIS MASTERS, THE BLACK ENGLISHMEN, HE CHOSE
TO LEAD HIMSELF,” the anonymous author writes of their [Black Englishmen’s] relationship with
Nkrumah. “THE ELITE BURNED WITH INDIGNATION AND SET ABOUT TO DESTROY THEIR
DISRESPECTFUL ‘BOY’ [NKRUMAH], WITH EVERY MEANS AVAILABLE TO THEM. THE
MEANS INCLUDED EVERYTHING FROM VOTING BALLOTS TO PLASTIC BOMBS.” Danquah
was to say of Nkrumah: “pataku (wolf) had been driven away” in the wake of the Positive Action.
Danquah was also to say Nkrumah had to pay with his neck for his political scarlet sins, his political
betrayals. Who did Nkrumah betray? Had Danquah taken an integral look at himself, he would have
realized it was his empty elitist pride, failure to direct his insatiable greed toward his political aspirations,
hatred for the masses, and visionless worldview that betrayed him, for he had all the time before him to
realize his ambitions before Nkrumah appeared on the scene.
WE ALSO RECALL A LEADING HISTORIAN, RESEARCHER, SCHOLAR, AND PROFESSOR
TELLING US SOME TIME BACK THAT S.B. DOMBO, BUSIA’S BUDDY, INSTIGATED HIS
AUDIENCE TO FLUSH THE HEADS OF INDIVIDUALS CAUGHT DISPLAYING NKRUMSH’S
PICTURES DOWN TOILETS. This episode is reminiscent of the passage of “a certificate of urgency”
under the Busia Administration, seventeen hours after Johnny Hanson’s 1971 public display of
Nkrumah’s picture in Kumasi. This bill criminalized the possession and display of Nkrumah’s pictures as
well as the mentioning of his name. Burning and utter destruction of Nkrumah’s works including his
books, his portraits, statues, and his general legacy followed the 1966 Westernorchestrated coup in
conjunction with elements within the National Liberation Council (NLC), the latter of which Busia
served in an advisory capacity, only for those Nkrumah’s gifts to the world to resurface in libraries,
universities, and museums around the world. Busia’s chairmanship of the Center for Civic Education, an
institution whose formation borrowed from Nkrumah’s Ideological Institute, also saw the destruction and
reversal of some Nkrumah’s legacy. This was the kind of world, with its callous and Machiavellian
humanity, that the greatest African strategist and humanist of all time had to confront in his attempts to
decolonize the Gold Coast and Africa!
Finally, and quite controversially, it is appropriate to distinguish the likes of Profs. Dompere and Diop,
scholars vigorously analytical in their mathematical, philosophical, and scientific methodological
approach to the human condition, from say Prof. George Ayittey, much of whose academic work and
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public presentations is arguably steeped in selfserving, faulty interpretation of the African past and of
her contemporary realities. Sentimental overgeneralization of “facts” as it pertains to Africa’s political
economy, preaching to the choir, selective presentation of criticism, and confirmation bias constitute the
trademark of Prof. Ayittey’s work on Africa. In other words, there is always an element of political
hypocrisy in his critique of African leadership. Then also, while Profs. Diop’s and Dompere’s scholarly
works are profoundly scientific, mathematical, diagnostic and prognostic, Prof. Ayittey’s are merely
palliative and symptomatological at best, lacking analytic depth from the standpoint of scientific
attestation. Simply, the difference between the two classes of scholars is not too far from the difference
between a nocebo and a placebo in medical terminology.
Therefore, the philosophical cacophonies of Prof. Ayittey’s rightwing moral speechification, intellectual
homiletics, and analytic apologetics get eventually lost in an emotional forest of unoriginality, largely
derivative if you will, and in a selforiginated perturbation of wornout factual refurbishment of his
intellectual ideas. His ideas being a typology of scholarly shadowboxing merely appropriate for
protecting and sanitizing the bruised, guilty conscience of Western psychology! Of course, our
fundamental argument does not point to the total rejection of thinkers like Prof. Ayittey whose work does
not, purportedly, display the kind of scientific and mathematical rigor we associate with Prof. Dompere’s
work on Africa and Nkrumah. Quite the opposite! What we are rather, in effect, saying here is that
scientific attestation of ideational symbols and memes through mathematical modeling, optimization, and
simulation adds a measure of situational legitimacy and philosophical credibility to an otherwise
untested, latent conceptualization such as Nkrumahism.
Simulation and mathematical modeling give us an inkling of the scientific viability of an idea in a
hypothetical situation and its possible dress of correlations to real life circumstances. You may call it
scenario analysis (or planning). Game theory, forecasting, queuing in computer science and industrial
engineering, budgeting and portfolio management, time series analysis, and military operational planning
work similarly. These facts underscore the investigational depth which Prof. Dompere brings to bear on
his study of Nkrumahism. Evidently, this represents the major advantage Prof. Dompere’s scholarship
wields over Prof. Ayittey’s. We may have to bring everyone aboard for reasons of strategic unity,
constructive diversity in political opinions and ideology and ethnicity and political philosophy and
worldviews, and development priorities. The concept of morphological analysis requires this. In fine, we
emphasize that Prof. Dompere’s scientific methodology more than likely has extensive praxis in its
application to the human condition, Mazrui’s “African Condition.”
“There is nothing successful like success,” Nkrumah once wrote. Success is the ultimate agenda of
Nkrumahism. In Part 14 of this series we associated Nkrumah with “forest husbandry” and Howard
Gardner’s “naturalistic intelligence.” Here in Part 15 we invoke “forest husbandry” as a metaphor, in
which case cutting a tree down for domestic or commercial usage does not necessarily kill the remaining
trunk. There is always the possibility of a sapling growing out of the stumpy trunk. “Nkrumah never
dies,” some prefer to put it. June Milne, Nkrumah’s literary executrix, editorial and research assistant
June Milne recalls when Nkrumah made the following prophetic remarks on March 6, 1966: “THEY
CANNOT DESTROY WHAT WE HAVE TAKEN YEARS TO BUILD. FOR WHAT WE HAVE
ACHIEVED IS BUILD ON ROCK FOUNDATIONS AND IS INDESTRUCTIBLE” (our emphasis; see
“The Coup That Disrupted Africa’s Forward March,” New African, Feb. 2006). One Abroni K. Thomas
summarized this best: “THEY CAN’T DIM THE LIGHT THAT THE GREAT OSAGYEFO LIT
MANY YEARS AGO” (see “Nkrumah, the Unmatchable and Big One”).
Let us recapture some of the moments surrounding the international recognitions bestowed upon
Nkrumah:
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1) WORLD PEACE PRIZE (World Veterans Federation, 1954)
2) AFRICA’S MAN OF THE MILLENNIUM (BBC, 1999)
3) GOLD MEDAL AWARD (Special Session, United Nations, 1978)
4) MILLENNIUM EXCELLENCE AWARD RECIPIENT: PERSONALITY OF THE CENTURY
(Excellent Award Foundation, Ghana, 2000)
5) BIENNIAL KWAME NKRUMAH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE (Canada’s Kwantlen
Polytechnic University, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Lincoln University).
The Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada, the CocaCola Foundation, the Office
of Research and Scholarship and the Sociology Department of Kwantlen Polytechnic University have
supported the conference.
6) AFRICAN UNION KWAME NKRUMAH SSCIENTIFIC AWARDS (African Union, 2008)
7) MOORLANDSPRINGARN RESEARCH CENTER (Howard University, Nkrumah papers)
8) 100 GREATEST AFRICANS OF ALL TIME (“True Son of Africa”) (New African Magazine, 2004)
9) THE INTERNATIONAL LENIN PEACE PRIZE (1962; Paul Robeson, WEB Du Bois, Pablo Neruda
(Nobel Prize in Literature), Linus Pauling (Nobel Prize in Chemistry, Nobel Peace Prize), Nelson
Mandela (Nobel Peace Prize) all received this Prize).
10) NKRUMAH HALL (University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania)
11) NKRUMAH HALL OF RESIDENCE (Makerere University, Uganda)
12) THE KWAME NKRUMAH MONUMENT (STATUE) (Ethiopia, Addis Ababa)
13) GLOCAF PLATINUM AWARD (Confederation of African Football, 2014)
14) KWAME NKRUMAH LEADERSHIP AWARD (West African Students’ Union)
In fine, then, theoreticalmathematical physicist Sylvester J. Gates, Jr.’s epigrammatic statement that “old
physicists accept new ideas when they die” is appropriate for contextual interpretation of Nkrumah’s
legacy. This is not so much an unfathomable conundrum as a philosophic clarification of the range of
declarative choices he [Nkrumah] left Africa as part of his teachable bequests. In one sense, Prof. Gates,
Jr.’s epigram redirects the relay of investigational and interpretive onus in the field of scientific curiosity
and of inquests to a new generation of thinkers, which has a comparative advantage by way of an
informed vista into the library of knowledge “dead physicists” leave behind. It is more like projecting
into an uncertain future relying on the probabilistic certainty of the past as an ideational landmark.
Milne’s aforecited recollection of Nkrumah’s message to the coup plotters and Prof. Dompere’s
scientificmathematical validation of Nkrumahism reinforce the direction where Nkrumah’s scientific
thinking, vision, and legacy should go. This statement constitutes an instrumentalist endorsement by the
vast majority of Nkrumahists and wellmeaning humanists who want to see Africa move along the
progressive axis Nkrumah intended it.
Clearly Nkrumahism is not the holiest of places for political hypocrisy. Nkrumah did his best to avoid the
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plague of political history. Perhaps, the other essential point for consideration is the task of trying to
figure out how Nkrumah was able to achieve so much for Ghana, Africa, and the world in nine years in
the midst of terrorism, violence, subvention, armed insurrection, Western intrigue and sabotage; what
colonialism failed to do in more than a century. The answer is certainly not that the British Colonial
Government left funds for Nkrumah to start with. The British Colonial Government did not leave any
money for Nkrumah. Whatever funds came into the possession of the CPP government for national
development resulted from strategic planning, savings, and investment decisions Nkrumah undertook
with the expert advice of Arthur Lewis, the 1979 recipient of the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economics
(see also BotweAsamoah, Richard Mahoney, Nkrumah). Therefore, the statement that the British
Colonial Government left any money for the Gold Coast in Nkrumah’s care is not only a noble lie but a
hyperbolic fraud. This canard has gained emotional currency in the DanquahBusia Camp.
Unfortunately, debt resulting from the colonial enterprise is usually not factored into the equation, neither
is it mentioned, if at all, how the internal government of Nkrumah redeemed the external debts of the
Gold Coast when the British Colonial Government still controlled the Colony. The situation is,
interestingly, similar to postApartheid South African politics when Nelson Mandela became the
country’s first democraticallyelected President. White South African critics of black leadership began
attacking Mandela and his handling of the economy, here and there, by keeping explosive information on
the debt carried over from the Apartheid era from public attention, when the White Nationalist Party
ruled South Africa. It was as if F.W. De Klerk was never Mandela’s VicePresident or part of his
[Mandela’s] cabinet. It is convenient for fairminded social historians, black cultural nationalists, and
scholars of race relations that Pres. Obama’s VicePresident is White!
Likewise, White American Supremacists would quickly jump on this convenient information invented by
their South African White Supremacist brothers and sisters and use it to attack Mr. Barack Obama’s pre
President competence and his overriding aspiration to become the US President, like Nkrumah’s
professional Confederate haters and ideological enemies are doing today to his [Nkrumah’s] matchless
legacy.
What is more, colonialists came to Africa to make money and to destroy and exploit and plunder and
enslave and oppress, after all it [colonialism] was not a charitable or philanthropic monster. Ama
Mazama, BotweAsamoah, Cheikh Anta Diop, Walter Rodney, Eric Williams, Kwame Nkrumah, Noam
Chomsky, Frantz Fanon, Albert Memmi, Mariamba Ani, Ngugi wa Thiong’o, W.E.B. Du Bois, Kofi
Kissi Dompere, and several others have one way or the other dealt with the relationship among
colonialism, dependency complex, and underdevelopment. But, one would have to understand
Nkrumah’s scientific thinking in order to grasp the kind of radical thinking Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew
and those of the other leaders of the Asian Tigers put into their nations’ development strategies, to
decouple their dependency complexes from the patronage and paternalism of Western imperialism and to
give their economies and societies a degree of “independence.”
Relatedly, the anonymous author of the paper “Colonialism As A System for Underdeveloping Africa”
puts it succinctly: “Ultimately, the ‘development’ of Africa is one of history’s greatest scams, as much of
the wealth of American and European colonial countries was derived from the exploitation of African
labor and the depletion of Africa’s resources. Through inherently racist policies that completely
destroyed and restructured the continent’s diverse socioeconomic, political and cultural traditions,
European colonialists and the social structures they imposed underdeveloped, and continue to under
develop, Africa.” This critique of colonialism provides a vital backdrop to the protest which the US State
Department mounted against Nkrumah when, in 1965, he distributed copies of his book “Neo
colonialism: The Last Stage of Imperialism” to African leaders. The State Department particularly
protested the chapter which “exposes ‘the activities of the Peace Corps, the US Information Services, the
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US Agency for International Development and to the World Bank’” (see BotweAsamoah; Adam
Hochschild’s “King Leopold’s Ghost”). Nkrumah said it like it was without having recourse to political
hypocrisy or mincing words.
Given the conclusions he reached in the latter book, Nkrumah may not have disagreed with the
anonymous author of the aforecited paper. The anonymous author notes elsewhere: “Colonialism
destroyed many people, traditions, and cultures, and rebuilt countries solely for the benefit of the
colonialists themselves, and for the benefits of their counterparts in Europe and America…Through
massive exploitation of African labor and resources, colonial powers created a legacy of victimization
and dependency that continues today” (see also Tetteh A. Kofi’s/Asayehgn Desta’s “Saga of African
Underdevelopment” and Estevan Hernandez’s “The Colonial Underdevelopment of Africa By Europe
and the United States”). This is not to deny the role African leaders are playing in the continent’s
underdevelopment or to say Africans should get endlessly intoxicated on their victimhood and, as a
result, refrain from embarking on any meaningful project to reverse the negative impacts of colonialism
on African psychology and African societies. Also, like the innovative leaders of the Asian Tigers,
Nkrumah did not subscribe to the moral politics of victimhood and as a result proposed Nkrumahism in
its stead, to cover African development economics and selfdetermination among others.
The question is, why did the leaders of the postNkrumah regimes fail to follow the strategic example of
Arthur Lewis and Nkrumah to generate funds to underwrite their own development agenda for Ghana, at
least where the former left off or maintain what were already in place, but instead chose to destroy the
unprecedented development Nkrumah left behind, which Prof. Kwame Arhin described as “impressive
foundations for the economic and social transformation of the country.”
Consider This Diversion:
Kofi writes of Busia and his “old guard” Progress Party: “But, unfortunately, this experiment in
economic development, based as it was on unadulterated Western economic theories developed to fit the
needs of Western societies with their different sociocultural milieu, was bound to fail in Ghana…The
‘neoold guard’ had no plan for development. In fact, neither of the two main parties which surfaced at
election time had manifestoes to their credit; neither had a development strategy. THEY CAME TO
POWER NOT TO REJUVENATE AN AILING ECONOMY WITH HIGHPOWERED IDEAS BUT
TO PRESIDE OVER THE LIQUIDATION OF THE STATE ENTERPRISES. THE GHANAIAN
CAPITALIST ELITE WOULD THEN BECOME THE AGENTS OF CHANGE: THEY WOULD
SHARE THE FRUITS OF THE LABOR OF THE ILLITERATE COCOA FARMERS. SINCE 1966,
THIS ELITE, AS ADVISORS TO THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT, HAD IN FACT PRESIDED
OVER THE SALE OF ALL THE VIABLE GHANAIAN STATE ENTERPRISES TO FOREIGN
CONCERNS OR TO THEMSELVES. THEY HOPED THAT LAISSEZFAIRE CAPITALISM AND
INTERNATIONAL MONOPLY WOULD, BY SOME MIRACLE, TURN GHANA INTO A FULLY
DEVELOPED COUNTRY.”
He adds: “THE PROGRESS PARTY’S ATTEMPT TO PROMOTE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
WAS A DEPENDENCY STRATEGY AND CAN BE BRIEFLY CHARACTERIZED: IN THE 1971/72
BUDGET ALMOST EVERY NEW ECONOMIC ACTIVITY WAS TO BE FINANCED FROM
ABROAD; ALL IDEAS FOR THE MODES OF ORGANIZING FOR PRODUCTION WERE
WESTERN IMPORTS; ANYTHING TRADITIONAL ENCOUNTERED A DEEPSEATED
DISRESPECT. THE ELITE SOUGHT A TRANSPLANT OF WESTERNISM TO GHANA. SEVERAL
SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF THE PROGRESS PARTY’S DEPENDENCY STRATEGY CAN BE
CITED. IN THE GOVERNMENT’S 1971/72 BUDGET, THE RUBBER INDUSTRY IS REFFERED
TO AS ‘GHANA’S YOUND INDUSTRY”; FIRESTONE TIRE AND RUBBER, A UNITED STATES
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COMPANY, IS SUPPOSED TO TEACH GHANA HOW TO PRODUCE RUBBER IN THIS ‘YOUNG
INDUSTRY.’ THE RUBBER INDUSTRY IN GHANA IS NOT YOUNG. FOR ABOUT FIFTEEN
YAERS, FROM 1890 TO 1905, THE GOLD COAST COLONY WAS THE LARGEST EXPORTER
OF RUBBER IN THE BRITISH EMPIRE AND RANKED AMONG THE FIVE LEADING
PRODUCERS IN THE WORLD. GHANA WAS ALSO THE WORLD’S LEADING PRODUCER OF
COCOA. THE MODES OF PRODUCTION IN BOTH INDUSTRIES WERE NOT WESTERN” (our
emphasis).
Finally, Kofi notes in his bibliography: “IN 1965 THERE WERE 37 STATEOWNED
CORPORATIONS REPRESENTING AN INVESTMENT OF £82 MILLION. AFTER THE 1966
COUP, ALMOST ALL OF THESE ENTERPRISES WERE SOLD TO PRIVATE CONCERNS,
MOSTLY FOREIGNOWNED. GHANA LOST MILLIONS OF POUNDS IN THESE SALES. IN THE
CASE OF ABBOT LABORATORIES, A UNITED STATES CORPORATION, THE TERMS OF THE
SALE WERE SO BIASED IN THEIR FAVOR THAT IT PROVOKED A NATIONAL DEBATE. IN
THE END, ABBOT WITHDREW FROM PURCHASING THE GHANAOWNED
PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING FACILITIES. AFTER THE ABBOT CONTROVERSY,
FURTHER SALES OF STATEOWNED ENTERPRISES WERE NEGOTIATED IN SECRET” (our
emphasis; also see “The GhanaAbbot Controversy,” The Legon Observer, Vol. 11, No. 25, Dec. 8,
1967, p. 928; “The Firestone Agreements,” The Legon Observer, Vol. 111, No. 14, July 5, 1968, p. 18
19). According to him, the Busia Administration sold the stateowned rubber plantations in secret!
As a matter of fact, a number of Busia’s closest friends and ministers had become rich by the time his
government was overthrown! Here, Kofi is invariably grafting the political picture of George Orwell’s
“Animal Farm” onto Busia’s Progress Party, thus placing the latter’s development strategies under the
rubric “Animal Farmism.”
Here is how we allow Kofi to conclude: “BUT THE PROGRESS PARTY’S DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY RESULTED IN THE SUFFOCATION OF INDEGENIOUS ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES,
THE RUBBER PLANTATIONS, THE FISHING INDUSTRIES, THE SALTPROCESSING
FACTORIES, AND SO ON…THE ELITE PROGRESS PARTY’S DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
CARED LITTLE ABOUT THE DISRUPTIVE NATURE OF THEIR POLICIES ON THE
INDEGENIOUS TRADITIONAL ECONOMY, OR ON THE ECONOMY OF THE ENTIRE
COUNTRY, SO LONG AS THE INTERESTS OF THE ELITE WERE SERVED…THE PROGRESS
PARTY SIDED BLINDLY WITH THE WEST IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, HOPING FOR
ECONOMIC AID IN RETURN. IN OCTOBER, 1971, GHANA CHANGED HER PREVIOUS
POSITION AND VOTED WITH THE LOSING UNITED STATES BLOC AGAINST THE
ADMISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA TO THE UNITED NATIONS…” (our emphasis).
Discussion of Diversion:
In other words, the Busia Administration sold Ghana’s foreign policy commodities to the highest bidder
in the West for a pittance. Ironically also, Kofi reveals how the Busia Administration took to the pages of
the Daily Graphic on November 1, 1971 to plead for foreign aid from the Americans. This false
expectation for a payback came about after the Busia Administration had sided with the US to vote
against China’s. It turned the US Senate had rejected a bill [Foreign Aid Bill] the Nixon Administration
had brought before the Congress for enactment. The point, according to Kofi, was that the US was not
prepared to support Ghana’s economic development after the 1966 coup. Is it any wonder that Busia
would tell Richard Wright in an interview that “I AM A WESTERNER…I WAS EDUCATED IN THE
http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/features/artikel.php?ID=353189&comment=0#com

7/14

4/5/2015

Dr. Kofi Dompere On Nkrumah’s Scientific Thinking FINAL 2 | Feature Article 20150405

WEST”?
As it stands, the Africancentered methodology and Nkrumahism provide the strongest critique of the
neocolonial psychology and Eurocentric conditioning the likes of Busia carried around.
It is also clear from the foregoing that Nkrumahism, Nkrumah’s scientific thinking, populist democracy,
ideological pragmatism, mixed economy, Garveyism, and the Africancentered approach to Ghana’s
economic development and technocratic advancement were superior to Busia’s Westernism, ideological
sycophancy to Edmund Burke, unfettered free market capitalism, political hypocrisy, hatred for things
traditional, and Eurocentric deceptions.
It is no wonder Sekou Toure referred to Nkrumah as “A UNVERSAL MAN,” Selwyn R. Cudjoe “THE
PRIDE OF AFRICA,” Basil Davidson “BLACK STAR,” Kwame BotweAsamoah “ONE OF THE
WORLD’S HISTORICAL PERSONALITIES IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY,” Molefi Kete Asante
“THE ESSENCE OF AFRICAN INTELLIGENCE,” and the international Canadian journalistcum
writer Eric Walberg called “THE GREATEST AFRICAN.”
Nkrumah’s International Accolades:
Julius Nyerere: “GHANA’S INDEPENDENCE FROM COLONIAL RULE IN 1957 WAS
RECOGNIZED FOR WHAT IT WAS: THE BEGINNING OF THE END OF COLONIALISM FOR
THE WHOLE OF AFRICA…SO 40 YEARS AGO, WE RECOGNIZED [GHANA’S]
INDEPENDENCE AS THE FIRST TRIUMPH IN AFRICA’S FREEDOM AND DIGNITY. IT WAS
THE FIRST SUCCESS OF OUR DEMAND TO BE ACCORDED THE INTERNATIONAL RESPECT
WHICH IS ACCORDED FREE PEOPLES. BUT GHANA WAS MORE THAN THE BEGINNING,
OUR FIRST LIBERATED ZONE. GHANA INSPIRED AND DELIBERATELY SPEARHEADED
THE INDEPENDENCE STRUGGLE FOR THE REST OF AFRICA…KWAME NKRUMAH WAS
[GHANA’S] LEADER, BUT HE WAS OUR LEADER TOO, FOR HE WAS AN AFRICAN LEADER.
HE HAD A GREAT DREAM FOR AFRICA AND ITS PEOPLE. HE HAD THE WELLBEING OF
OUR PEOPLE AT HEART. HE WAS NO LOOTER. HE DID NOT HAVE A SWISS BANK
ACCOUNT. HE DIED POOR…SO MY REMAINING REMARKS HAVE A CONFESSION AND A
PLEA. THE CONFESSION IS THAT WE OF THE FIRST GENERATION LEADERS OF
INDEPENDENT AFRICA HAVE NOT PURSUED THE OBJECTIVE OF AFRICAN UNITY WITH
VIGOR, COMMITMENT AND SINCERITY THAT IT DESERVED…”
Antonio de Figueiredo: “NKRUMAH’S INFLUENCE FILTERED TO EXILESCUM
INTERMEDIARIES LIKE MYSELF MAINLY THROUGH THE SUPPORT EXTENDED BY THAT
GREAT STATESMAN [NKRUMAH] TO THE LEADERS OF THE PORTUGUESE AFRICAN
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS WHO CONVERGED IN ACCRA, GHANA’S CAPITAL. EVEN
AFTER NKRUMAH BECAME THE VICTIM OF WESTERNINSPIRED COUP, AND WENT INTO
EXILE IN CONAKRY (GUINEA), HIS GUINEABISSAU FELLOW EXILE, AMILCAR CABRAL,
THE MOST INFLUENTIAL OF PORTUGUESE FREEDOM FIGHETERS, OFTEN VISITED HIM
AND LEARNED FROM HIM.”
Abroni K. Thomas:: “NKRUMAH WILL CONTNUE TO STAND TALL IN THE HISTORY OF
WORLD LEADERS…HIS IMAGE HAS BEEN LOOMING LARGE EVER SINCE HE SHOT INTO
THE LIMELIGHT IN 1949; AND HIS RENOWN IS UNMATCHABLE…NKRUMAH’S
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MONUMENTAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO WORLD POLITICS ARE BEYOND DOUBT.”
Amilcar Cabral: “…ONE OF THE GREATEST MEN MANKIND HAS SEEN THIS CENTURY…IT
FOLLOWS ONE TO GRASP THE TRUE STATURE OF NKRUMAH AS A POLITICAL GIANT…
PRESIDENT NKRUMAH, TO WHOM WE PAY HOMAGE, IS PRIMARILY THE STRATEGIST OF
GENIUS IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST CLASSIC COLONIALISM…WE HAIL FINALLY
NKRUMAH, THE PHILOSOPHER AND THINKER…LET NO ONE COME AND TELL US THAT
NKRUMAH DIED FROM CANCER OF THE THROAT OR ANY OTHER SICKNESS. NO,
NKRUMAH WAS KILLED BY THE CANCER OF BETRAYAL…NKRUMAH WILL RISE AGAIN
EACH DAWN IN THE HEART AND DETERMINATION OF FREEDOM FIGHTERS, IN THE
ACTION OF ALL TRUE AFRICAN PATRIOTS…AS AN AFRICAN PROVERB SAYS: ‘THOSE
WHO SPIT AT THE SKY WILL SOIL THEIR FACE.’ THOSE WHO HAVE TRIED TO SOIL THE
BRILLIANT PERSONALITY OF NKRUMAH SHOULD NOW UNDERSTAND VERY WELL THAT
THE AFRICAN PEOPLE ARE RIGHT. ANOTHER AFRICAN PROVERB SAYS: ‘A HAND,
HOWEVER BIG, CAN NEVER COVER THE SKY.’ THERE IT IS: THOSE WHO HAVE TRIED TO
DISPARAGE THE MAGNIFICENT ACHIEVEMENT OF KWAME NKRUMAH MUST TODAY
ADMIT THAT THIS AFRICAN PROVERB IS RIGHT…WE ARE CERTAIN, ABSOLUTELY
CERTAIN THAT FRAMED BY THE ETERNAL GREEN OF THE AFRICAN FORESTS, FLOWERS
OF CRIMSON LIKE THE BLOOD OF MARTYRS AND OF GOLD LIKE THE HARVESTS OF
PLENTY WILL BLOOM OVER THE GRAVE OF KWAME NKRUMAH; FOR AFRICAN WILL
TRIUMPH.”
Kofi Hadjor: “NKRUMAH IS A REMINDER NOT OF WHAT AFRICA IS, BUT OF WHAT
AFRICAN MUST BECOME.”
Kwame Arhin: “HIS POLITICAL ACHIEVEMENTS IN GHANA SERVED AS A MODEL FOR
AFRICAN NATIONALISTS ELSEWHERE ON THE CONTINENT…HE WAS A PREEMINENT
FOUNDER OF THE MOVEMENT FOR AFRICAN UNITY; MORE THAN ANY OTHER AFRICAN
LEADER OF HIS TIME, HE SYMBOLIZED THE BLACK MAN’S SELFIDENTITY AND PRIDE IN
HIS RACE. HIS NAME SHALL ENDURE AS THE LEADING EMANCIPATOR OF GHANA, THE
LEADING PROTAGONIST OF AFRICAN INDEPENDENCE AND UNITY, AND A STATESMAN
OF WORLD STATURE OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY.”
Tajudeen AbdulRaheem: “IT IS A TESTIMONY TO NKRUMAH’S SUCCESS THAT 40 YEARS
AFTER HE WAS OVERTHROWN GHANAIAN GOVERNMENTS AND LEADERS WILL STILL
BE JUDGED (AND JUDGE POORLY) AGAINST HIM. EVEN HIS ENEMIES ARE FORCED TO
ACKNOWLEDGE HIM AS A TRUE NATIONAL LEADER AND STATESMAN WHO WAS
GENUINELY COMMITTED TO THE WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE OF GHANA AND AFRICA…
TIME THEY SAY IS A FINAL ARBITER. THE IDEAS THAT NKRUMAH LIVED AND DIED FOR
CONTINUE TO REVERBERATE ACROSS THE CONTINENT” (see “Nkrumah’s Legacy 40 Years
After The Coup,” Pambazuka News, Feb. 28, 2006).
June Milne: “IT IS NOW 40 YEARS. YET THE REPERCUSSIONS ARE STILL FELT IN GHANA,
AND WITHIN THE NKRUMAHIST MOVEMENT. IT IS NOT DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE THE
GREATLY IMPROVED CONDITION OF THE AFRICAN PEOPLE TODAY IF NKRUMAH HAD
CONTINUED IN POWER IN GHANA TO LEAD THE PANAFRICAN MOVEMENT...FOR
DURING THE NINE SHORT YEARS BETWEEN GHANA’S INDEPENDENCE IN 1957 AND THE
OVERTHROW OF THE CPP GOVERNMENT IN 1966, FOUNDATIONS WERE LAID WHICH
COULD NEVER BE REVERSED.”
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General J.A. Ankrah: “NKRUMAH’S PLACE IN AFRICAN HISTORY HAD BEEN ASSURED.”
Molefi Kete Asante: “THIS IS WHY I AM AN ARDENT CELEBRATOR OF NKRUMAH’S LIFE
AND VOICE BECAUSE IN CELEBRATING HIM WE CELEBRATE THE BEST IN US.”
We shall, in this context, apply Friedrich Nietzsche’s epigram “SOME MEN ARE BORN
POSTHUMOUSLY” to Nkrumah. If Ghanaians cannot bring themselves to celebrate one of the world’s
acknowledged greatest heroes who rose to prominence from amongst them, then they should consign
themselves to the worship of mediocrity and imaginary tomfools! Even the British and the Americans
were interested in Nkrumah’s personal life, including his romantic life, as Carina Ray informs us:
“DOCUMENTS DECLASSIFIED IN 1989 AND 2003 FROM BRITAIN’S DOMESTIC OFFICE AND
COLONIAL OFFICE FILES, RESPECTIVELY, REVEAL THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE POWERS
THAT BE WERE PREOCCUPIED WITH NKRUMAH’S PERSONAL AFFAIRS, AND MORE
SPECIFICALLY HIS MARITAL PROSPECTS. THE SURPRISE WEDDING TO FATHIA WAS NOT,
HOWEVER, THE FIRST TIME THE AUTHORITIES HAD TAKEN AN INTEREST IN HIS
ROMANTIC LIFE. AS EARLY AS 1951, SIR THOMAS LLOYD, ASSISTANT PRINCIPLE AT THE
COLLONIAL OFFICE, DISPATCHED A ‘PERSONAL AND SECRET LETTER’ TO SIR CHARLES
ARDENCLARKE, GOVERNOR OF THE THEN GOLD COAST, TO ASCERTAIN THE VERACITY
OF A RUMOR THAT NKRUMAH PLANNED TO WED AN ENGLISH WOMAN.”
Indeed, there was and still is no one else like Osagyefo Dr. Kwame Nkrumah in Africa’s entire political
history. This was a man who had no tolerance for political hypocrisy, unlike his local enemies. Let us just
say George Orwell did not know Danquah, Busia, ObetsebiLamptey and the other British Colonial
Government’s and CIA’s stooges in Ghana inherited hypocrisy from the British. In that case, let us cut
Orwell some slack in exercising his rhetorical freedoms and give him the benefit of the doubt on that
account!
“To err is human, to forgive divine!” This is what Alexander Pope’s poem “An Essay on Criticism” says!
NOTE:
Readers will do well to read “NKRUMAH’S LEGACY: NEVER AGAIN!...40 YEARS AFTER THE
COUP THAT DERAILED AFRICA’S PROGRESS,” NEW AFRICAN, FEB. 2006, ISSUE 448, P. 10
PLUS. NEW AFRICAN EDITOR BAFFOUR ANKOMAH ASSEMBLED SAM NUJOMA, JUNE
MILNE, KENNETH KAUNDA, AKYAABA ADDAISEBO (FOUNDER OF BLACK HISTORY
MONTH UK), CARINA RAY, AND ANTONIO DE FIGUEREDO TO DISCUSS NKRUMAH’S
LEGACY AND THE IMPACT OF THE C0UP ON AFRICA’S PROGRESS. JULIUS NYERERE’S
1997 SPEECH GIVEN IN ACCRA AT GHANA’S 4OTH INDEPENDENCE ANNIVERSARY AND
NKRUMAH’S “WE MUST UNITE OR PERISH” 1963 ADDIS ABABA SPEECH ARE INCLUDED
IN THE COLLECTION OF ESSAYS.
Read Article

Dr. Kofi Dompere On Nkrumah’s Scientific Thinking FINAL 2
Your Comment:

Subject:

http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/features/artikel.php?ID=353189&comment=0#com

10/14

4/5/2015

Dr. Kofi Dompere On Nkrumah’s Scientific Thinking FINAL 2 | Feature Article 20150405

Your Name:
Prof Lungu

Comment to
Article
0405 03:15

Post

Re: Dr. Kofi Dompere On Nkrumah’s Scientific Think Brilliant treatise! One to be bound for current and
future reference by the objective  from the novice to the serious scholar and researcher. Entirely a great
read! A groundaffirming effort in strong defense of what
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Prof Lungu
0405 03:15

And Yet another Great after Nkrumah Nkrumah is great and yet another great African, JJ Rawlings must
not be forgotten. JJ Rawlings saw, he came and he conquered. And now Ghana has been transformed
after again from when Nkrumah's enemies overthrew him from po
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
KOLA, INSIDE LONDON.
0405 03:45

Re: And Yet another Great after Nkrumah There are great similarities between J.J. and Nkrumah. I agree.
(click to comment on this comment)
Dr. SAS, Attorney at Law
0405 04:56

SARFO'S MISEDUCATION Sarfo,a SLIP&FALL lawyer who calls himself "Dokita"(He was rescued
from darkness and ignorance by Nkrumah. Today,he eats with a fork and knife in Austin,Texas  instead
of unwashed hands. And he even speaks and writes the Que
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
GOLD COAST
0405 06:07

http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/features/artikel.php?ID=353189&comment=0#com

11/14

4/5/2015

Dr. Kofi Dompere On Nkrumah’s Scientific Thinking FINAL 2 | Feature Article 20150405

francis kwarteng and his nonsense francis kwarteng stop copying from other writers and write something
on your own. All what you have been posting are extracts from different writers which other children like
your type can equally Google and read, your essays
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
ADJOA WANGARA
0405 09:43

WWW Police. Madam, can you seriously pinpoint what Kwarteng copied & posted. Waiting for your
response, you www police.
(click to comment on this comment)
Kwame Joe
0405 09:59

kwarteng can't answer Nkrumahism Comment: Re: What is Nkrumahism? Author: francis kwarteng
Date: 20150405 01:57:24 Comment to:Re: What is Nkrumahism? Dear Brother Yao, Thanks for your
remarks. People like Truthiness have nothing substantia
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
ADJOA WANGARA
0405 10:26

http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/features/artikel.php?ID=353189&comment=0#com

12/14

4/5/2015

Dr. Kofi Dompere On Nkrumah’s Scientific Thinking FINAL 2 | Feature Article 20150405
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Re: MAY GOD BLESS YOU,FRANCIS READ: "...Nkrumah was able to put up the Ghana National
College in 1948 at the time he was just a General Secretary for UGCC.The big and rich men in UGCC
could not do that but the poor young man,Nkrumah made the difference...
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the ground
(click to comment on this comment)
JOHN MOON
0405 09:00

I JUST CAN'T LAUGH Are you the real John Moon of Takoradi or John Star of Sekondi?We had some
2 big brothers who were seamen in SekondiTakoradi in the early 70s.One is called John Star the
reserved and the other John Moon the talkative.Now lis
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
BOY KOFI
0405 09:33

Nkrumaists Must Confess Nkrumah's Sins No doubt, Nkrumah is the poison ivy of the African leadership
conundrum, and even its educational failures. Having been extensively trained in the USA and in the UK,
he returned to Africa without any intention to replicate th
(click to read full comment or to comment on this comment)
Dr. SAS, Criminal Defense Attorney
0405 15:54
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